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Lisa writes: 
Greetings everyone,  
I have had cause to ponder again the hope we have in Jesus. Hope that the meaning 
of our lives matter far beyond the things of this world. The things that have no value 
in the economy of God. Financial security, good looks, prestigious careers, a good 
name. 
All of these things in and of themselves are not wrong but they have little meaning 
for our lives as followers of Jesus. 
Our meaning comes from being called children of God, made in the image of God for 
the purposes of God. 
What are these purposes? The purpose of seeing in the eyes of the stranger the face 
of Jesus. The purpose of living our lives for the sake of others so that God is glorified. 
We wake up each day full of the Spirit of God breathing in and through us. What 
hope this is! We walk in and through our lives every moment with the potential to 
do the will of God by having a heart that is open, a spirit softened to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit and focused intention to see and hear what God is doing in God's world 
and joining it. 
 
This past week I graduated with a Post Graduate Diploma in Chaplaincy with distinc-
tion. I say this not to boast but to share the hope that sustained me through this 
journey of post grad study. At high school I did not focus on study. I had wonderful 
social years instead! So it has taken me much longer than most of us to realize my 
potential. Although it would seem from the outside I could not do this level of study, 
a quiet voice deep inside encouraged me and sustained me each and every word I 
wrote in those long detailed essays. I poured my heart and soul into them. 
 
Hope! Hope that with the 'every moment' help of God I could do this. Hope that all 
the learning and formation I walked in would honour God and be put to good use for 
God's kingdom. 
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Sunday Services at St John’s 

 
June 6th   9.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
  10.00am Choral Eucharist 
June 13th   9.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am Choral Eucharist 
    6.00pm St  Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
June 20th   9.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am All Age 
    7.00pm Choral Evensong 
June 27th   9.00am Holy Communion (1662) 
  10.00am Choral Eucharist 
    6.00pm St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the Week at St John’s 
 

Wednesdays  
  10.00am  Holy Communion followed by morning tea in the Lounge 
 
 

Thursdays  
   9.15am Mini Music Makers 
   7.30pm  Choir practice 
 

 

 

 

Association of Anglican Women (AAW) 
    
8th June Evening AAW Group meet at 7.30pm  for a craft night    
  
        

 
10th June  Afternoon AAW Group meet  at 2.00pm. Speaker  Celia Davies 
continues her talk on Nepalese Adventures.   
       
 

LESLIE GROVES  SOCIETY UPDATE    

 

OUR NEW MEMBER OF LESLIE GROVES  MAINTENANCE STAFF 

    

   

   What is it? Or more appropriately “Whom is it? 

     It is a programmable, battery operated, Lawn Mower 

                                                   Really? Yes really! 

It knows it’s boundaries as it recognises a wire that has been installed around the 

perimeter of where it has to mow. 

From General Manager Sean Kelly’s phone its start and stop times and cutting 

height can be set. 

It’s mowing sequence and position can be tracked and when it’s battery is getting 

“tired” it returns to its docking station to recharge and replenish. 

Oh! and if you should decide to provide a new home for it, it will kick up a horrible 

fuss (siren) and from its GPS we can track we he is. 

As you would expect “He” has attracted great interest and observation from resi-

dents, visitors and staff. 

On Saturday 22nd May the Board held its biennial planning day. 

A report of outcomes will be in the July Magazine. 

 

Brian Tegg  : Chairman 



Evening AAW 
 Our meeting  onTuesday 13th,, was a fun evening to celebrate the last meeting 

that Christine Aitken would be joining us before she and her husband moved to 

live in Invercargill to be close to their family. Sitting in table settings of 4, we be-

gan the evening with prayer, a reading and a hymn then were  given a piece of 

paper and a pencil. 

Margaret Tegg explained the rules of beetles and with lots of laughter we played 

the game until we found a winner, Hilary Shanks. Christine was thanked for her 

contribution to  our AAW organisation including being President of Otago and 

Southland Diocese and long term treasurer of our group. We always looked for-

ward to her Christmas quiz which was never easy. Margaret McLanachan pre-

sented Christine with a carving as a memory of her time spent at St John’s. 

The evening finished with a community sing song and supper. 

Next meeting is still in the planning stages which will be 8th 

June the Tuesday after  

Queen’s Birthday weekend. Save that date as I am sure there 

will be an exciting speaker. 

Blessings to all members and keep warm as winter progresses. 

Secretary 

Bev 
 
 

Parish Prayer!  

Part of a prayer group? Or a house group that prays? Contemplative prayer your 
joy, or intercessory prayer your practice? 

How can we grow as a Community in Prayer? 

Come and join with members of Vestry as together we explore and consider the 
place of prayer and its significance in the life of St John’s 

Saturday June 12th 

 

9am for a Eucharist – followed by morning tea, and shared conversations. 

We’ll close by 11.30 – ALL WELCOME 

 

What a miracle this has been for me. I share this with you so we can all be reminded 
of the hope that nothing else but Jesus can give. Hope that though you may have 
been one way you can with God's help be another way, a fuller way, a way that is 
positioned towards the face of God. 
 
Hope is such a beautiful gift that God has given us. Remember hope. Thank God for 
hope. Live as people full of hope. 
 
I meet everyday patients with little or no hope facing their death. My heart breaks 
for them and I pray that I can with God's help be for them someone who carries 
hope and offers it freely to them. 
 
So let us be people of hope. The hope that Jesus gives us in his birth, death, and res-
urrection. Jesus lives in us. This is our hope. This is our joy. This is our purpose. 
 
Bless you all, 
Rev Lisa Barlow. 
 

 

Afternoon AAW 

Our May meeting speaker was Dean Tony Curtis, who as some of us know, speaks 
very well. He gave us an amazingly interesting talk about himself and his growing up 
in Newcastle in the UK, and about his ministry there, his call to Dunedin as Dean of St 
Paul’s Cathedral and all the things which have been part of his tasks in that role in-
cluding Covid 19 and the fire and the aftermath of all that. It was fascinating and was 
enjoyed by our members and the visitors from the evening group as well as a couple 
of other visitors. Tony is a very worthwhile speaker and doesn’t need notes!!! 

For our June meeting Celia Davies will return to finish her talk on her Nepalese Ad-
ventures which will no doubt be just as much fun and interest of her previous talk. 
This will be at 2pm on Thursday 10th June, so if you are interested please feel free to 
come and visit us. 

If our programmes appeal to you, come and see if you like us. If you are free on the 
second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm, please feel free to join us. For further 
information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me on 027 238 6893. However, 
please stay safe, stay well, and stay in contact with one another. 

 

Verna Rutherford [Leader] 



Wandering thoughts . . . 

Last month, shortly before Sarah returned home to Dunedin, I was privileged to be 
able to join with Sam and Brett to tramp the Greenstone – Capels track. I say privi-
leged as the two youngsters let an oldie in on their enjoyment. (Our relative paces 
were dealt with by my setting off half an hour early each day, to arrive at our hut for 
the night a mere half an hour behind! 

As I’ve said to a few folks it did test me to my current physical limits, and each day it 
was with Great gladness I spied our resting place for the following hours. The final 
day was the longest and I admit to a degree of apprehension, knowing a long walk in 
would be followed by a lengthy ascent to the highpoint of the walk, the McKellar 
Saddle. Yet I was granted strength for that and ‘the boys’ weren’t waiting too long 
for me at the top where despite the showers we were granted glorious views across 
the varied mountain environment. I particularly remember the lichen shrouded 
trees, signs of very clean air, reminiscent of Fangorn forest in The Lord of the Rings. 

I had however forgotten one thing. Our final few km reversed our walk in, which had 
been a long gentle climb followed by a steep descent. So, with little left in my legs I 
faced it in reverse . . . the steep climb. Brett and Sam disappeared and the weather 
grew very dark even though it was about the middle of the day. I was sustained 
however by an odd verse of scripture, about Enoch, who ‘walked with God and was 
no more’. As I struggled up the hill it came to me that ‘it wasn’t a bad way to go!’  

Indeed, this obscure verse in the Book of Genesis, really it epitomizes our Christian 
existence. We are to ‘do justly’ to those we meet; ‘love mercy’ as those who know 
its quality in our own experience of God; and walk humbly with our God. This is both 
the Way and the Destination of our Christian Life. Life with God, and how wonderful 
it is when the veil between ‘this world and the next’ becomes thin. When we enjoy 
more and more participating in God’s life in the world, which is of course the end of 
our most familiar prayer that God’s Kingdom Come on earth as in heaven.  

Walking humbly with God is how this prayer is answered within Reality. And, it’s not 
a bad way to go . . . 

 

Blessings, Eric 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Warden’s Report 
 

Hi Everyone,  
 
First time I’ve ever written in our Newsletter I’ve prayed for help! 
 
I’m excited, delighted and thankful to be Peoples Warden, it’s a privilege and bless-
ing to serve and I’m looking forward to get to know more of you and I’ll have a lot to 
learn!  I work fulltime but I’m always available on mobile (0272 390 501). 
 
I’ve enjoyed being involved in what happens behind the scenes of how the Church 
operates and that’s why I enjoy being on Vestry and Synod. 
 
The Admin Sub Group met recently - this is a new small group attending to admin-
istration that doesn’t require full Vestry to be present.  As part of this team I’ve been 
asked to look after Health & Safety.   
 
With that in mind, can I ask everyone please to continue to use the Covid19 QAR 
code if you have a phone or the paper version will be available for those without. 
 
It’s been noticed over the last few weeks the Lords spirit is working amongst us a lot 
and prayers are needed more than ever in these uncertain times.  It’s such a blessing 
and many who do not know Jesus Christ still are happy to be prayed for, which I give 
thanks to our Lord.  Please don’t hold back if you want prayer…. 
 
Blessings Ethan and Melanie 
 

From the Registers 

Rest in Peace 

23rd May  - Wallace Wayte 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Report on the May the 23rd May Fair Meeting. 
 

A very pleasing number of our parishioners met to discuss the possibility of a fair in 
October 2021. I think it was generally accepted that finding a date is never easy and 
there will always be other events that cross over for some. It was suggested that a 
fair before Christmas makes some sense. So far we have people willing to fill posi-
tions for  these stalls, books, used clothing, plants, Ethnic food, chocolate wheel, the 
money desk, raffles, security, barbecue, silent auction,  and bric a brac . There are 
ideas for a children focused craft stall. This leaves the important  feature ,the cafe, 
to be filled. The cafe is always popular and earns well. One idea put forward was to 
have a live music event, probably in the church, making use of invited artists. Fol-
lowing a plea from one parishioner it was suggested we donate all the income from 
the fair to various worthy causes. We were told there is no immediate need at pre-
sent to accumulate funds for our Church. I have the feeling  this approach was gen-
erally acceptable to everyone present.  
 
I am sure we will see more people offering to have a role as time goes along. I an-
nounced that there will be monthly fair meetings to keep our fair as a focus. There 
will be progress to report and decisions will have to be made. It is my hope that 
those people assuming leadership roles, which will be announced in my next up-
date, will take the responsibility of forming a team around themselves. I will always 
be happy to help where I can should any stall or activity be undermanned. It  will be 
very helpful  to have a list of willing people  who these leaders can approach. Mar-
garet is happy to note anyone keen to have a role in our fair through the church 
email or in person. Alternatively you may contact me at   dustybutt@icloud if you 
wish.  
 
As an after thought ,I don’t want you to think that the range of stalls and activities is 
set in stone. If you have any good ideas please tell us. And yes, it appears we will be 
having a fair this year. We have always put on a good fair, popular and anticipated in 
our  community. All the fun of the fair, let us keep that in mind as we work together! 
 
Craig McLanachan, 
Convener.= 
 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE RECORDER re STEWARDSHIP June 2021 
 

“Stewardship is an expression of our Christian commitment using our 

 talents, time, gifts, money and other resources.” 

 

As St John’s parishioners you already show this through your personal acts of com-
mitment to the parish, by attending services, taking one of the many roles in Sunday 
worship, assist with the administration of the Parish, help with the maintenance of 
the grounds and buildings, with hospitality, and mission and community outreach – 
to name just a few.  We all contribute in our own way to the running of the Parish. 

In spite of all these voluntary activities, our church cannot function, or continue to 
grow, without your monetary contribution to the ever-increasing costs of running 
the parish.  

Please find enclosed the Stewardship Renewal form and envelope for you to review 
your financial commitment.  We ask that you prayerfully consider this and complete 
and return the form in the envelope provided, at the service of Sunday June 27th, or 
if you are not able to attend that day, at any other service around that time.  There 
is also an opportunity, if you wish to do so, to give a one-off special donation in the 
enclosed envelope. If you wish to give by Internet Banking, the Parish bank account 
number is: 

03 0903 0390783 00. Please remember to put your name in the Particulars space, 
and what the money if for into the Reference space. If you are part of the regular 
giving, I can add this donation to your account. If you are not on the Direct Crediting 
list, I can still receipt your donations. 

If you are not on our regular giving programme or would like to change your way of 
giving, please email me, Sue Cathro, or phone 455 4604, and we can talk, in confi-
dence, about how you can make a regular contribution to the Parish in a way that 
suits you.  

 

Sue Cathro 

Parish Recorder 

Phone: 455 4604  

Mobile: 022 171 5513 

Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:dustybutt@icloud


Mission News 
From NZCMS Communications Officer – Jarius ROBB: 

“Jesus said to his disciples “Where two or three of you gather in my name there, I am among 
them.” Matthew 18:20).What a mystery that must have been for his followers. Can you im-
agine your leader or pastor saying that to you? How would you have interpreted this state-
ment? 
 
The Church Missionary Society was birthed out of a group of men who gathered in the Castle 
and Falcon pub in London in 1799. Their topic of discussion that day was how to form a new 
society that would spread the Gospel in a globalising world. And from there an entire mis-
sionary movement was born. In just over 220 years there are now Church Missionary Socie-
ties scattered all over the world. And that’s not even mentioning the other organisations and 
causes that have been birthed from this same community. 
 
What must it have been like in that pub that day? A group of people had come together in 
the name of Jesus, to find ways to participate in God’s transforming work in the world. And 
Jesus was among them. I can just imagine him pumping his fist with excitement and cheering 
when he saw the passion for mission stirring in their hearts. I can almost hear the Holy Spirit 
whispering ideas to them and fanning into flame the spark beginning to grow. 
 
A part of a Heavenly Family. 

NZCMS was born from a group of people who were attempting to live in community as a part 
of joining God’s mission work. They were people who loved, trusted and were committed to 
sticking with each other. Not easy stuff sometimes, but it was driven by their desire to see 
God’s Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. And this vision of family and community has 
continued to be intricately a part of NZCMS’ DNA. Not as something that we feel we’ve man-
ufactured ourselves, but something that naturally overflows as we live in our identity as the 
Body of Christ. 
 
Words like ‘community’, ‘family’ and ‘whanau’ seem to be common buzz words these days. 
When something is over-used it can lose its essence or feel like a fad. However, in using 
‘family’ and ‘community', we're trying to find words to explain our sense of belonging and 
serving together, not because it’s a new idea, but because it seems to be God’s idea of how 
we are created to be as his people in the world. Jesus sent a group of 72 followers out in 
pairs to preach the Gospel and heal. He chose twelve to be the growth catalysts and leaders 
for the budding Church. Before he ascended to heaven, he told his followers to pray together 
for the coming Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus commands us to work in community. In teams. As family. Just as God’s very nature and 
being is communal – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – so God calls us to be image-bearers on 
earth, living in an interdependent community. Where once we have all been strangers to 
each other we are now God's adopted children in Christ. To become a family under our heav-
enly Father. And as we grow in relationship with each other we reflect the glory and majesty 
of God who has made us. 

It is a posture we believe God invites us to express in every aspect of NZCMS family. Our 
NZCMS ‘family’ includes those who pray, those living overseas as Mission Partners, those 
who give, those who are on staff, those who serve on our Board and those who gather to 
hear stories about and pray for God’s mission work to extend in the world. 

“Learning to be an NZCMS Family.” 
“At NZCMS we’re constantly attempting to ask ourselves questions like: 
 
“Is what we are doing here deeply relational?” 
“How are we participating in ‘family life’ with one another across NZCMS?” 

“Who do we need to learn from about what belonging looks like in this cultural moment?” 

These questions are often difficult to ask and know how to outwork, as we feel the prodding, 
and sometimes the conviction, of the Holy Spirit to uphold God’s call to be an NZCMS family. 
As I’m sure you’re aware, interdependence and doing deep life together with family isn’t 
easy! Often it can feel like the hardest way to do things. It takes a lot of humility, learning 
and grace. Sometimes it can get messy. But for the furthering of God’s transforming work in 
the world, we commit to coming together and remaining together in the name of Jesus. Be-
cause this is who Christ has called us to be. And this is how Christ has called us to live. 
 
Wherever you are and whatever you’re doing, we’re grateful for the ways we are part of this 
NZCMS family with you. It is through family that God has chosen to bring his Kingdom to 
earth. We pray we can continue to grow in understanding of what that looks like for you and 
me and NZCMS as we come together in the name of Jesus. 
 

Jarius Robb....NZCMS 

 Communications Officer 

 

 

Vin Maffey, 

Parish Mission Motivator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


