
Please deliver to: 

If you no longer wish to receive this magazine please notify the Parish Office on  
464 -0240 
 

 

 

Staff Team: 
 

Vicar:   Rev Eric Kyte      w: 464 0240       m: 021 713 021   e: eric@calledsouth.org.nz 
  

Administrator:   Margaret McLanachan         office: 464 0240 e: st.johns.roslyn@xtra.co.nz  
 

Deacon: Rev Pauline Johnson                      m: 027 472 7091   e: paulineajohnson@gmail.com 
 

 

Availability:  Pastoral staff are available at all times except for their days off which are: 
   

  Eric— Friday;         
 

Ministry Leaders: 
 

Children’s Church:  Sarah Kyte    464 0240     Christina Holmes 453 5046 
St John’s Mini Musicmakers: Sarah Kyte  464 0240  
AAW Afternoon Group: Verna Rutherford 476 3975 
AAW Evening Group Sec: Bev Aitken  476 3807 
Mission Motivator:  Vin Maffey    476 2231 
Organist/Choir Director: Alan Edwards  477 2865 
Parish Recorder:  Sue Cathro    4554604 
Verger:   Brian Tegg  476 4505 

 

Vestry 2018/2019 
 

Vicar’s Warden: Fraser Richardson  466 7046  
People’s Warden: Jane Musgrave  484 7179 
Treasurer:  Heidi Schwellnus  464 0113 
Other Members           Melanie Cornish       0272 390 501 Ethan Evans 021 081 38059
   David Finlay        021 145 4065 Alan Firth  464 0272 
Secretary:  Margaret McLanachan 453 0131       Verna Rutherford 476 3975
   Phil White  467 6120   
Synod Reps:  Trish Franklin  021 279-8343   and Paul Tankard 479 2869 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 
   8th  August    Afternoon AAW    9th August     JaM   
11th August      Parish shared lunch            13th August     Evening AAW   
14th August      Vestry meet             18th August Parish Breakfast 
23rd August      JaM    

 

Vicar:  
 

Rev Eric Kyte 
021 713 021 
Office: 464 0240 

 
The Vicar writes . . . 

Life Together - 3 
‘Of lawn mowers . . .’ 

 
‘Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common.’ Acts 4:32 

 

(When on the odd occasion someone suggests ‘getting back to the life of the early 

church!’, this verse seems to kill the idea stone dead . . .) 
 
I’m writing this a little shaken up. Twice in the last 12 hours I’ve nearly been mown 
down by a car. Once, sad to say on the drive of my own house. (Although not I am 
glad to say, by a member of the church!) In both cases the drivers seemed to consid-
er me ‘in their way’ and showed no sign of slowing down. I guess in the age of Individ-

ual Liberty it all comes down to questions of power . . . 
 
The Car is one of the most destructive of modern contrivances. Ignoring the ecologi-
cal Violence of use and production, we pay little or no attention to how the rise of the 
motor vehicle gave rise to the destruction of shared lives and communities, and pre-
vents their regrowth. 
  In this respect it is not the only culprit. Television meant we stopped going out 
together - notably in our case to Church on a Sunday evening - and of course the i
(solation)Phone with its siblings have meant that often we do no more than bodily 
share a common space. (Recently I heard a conversation in which marriage was ap-
provingly described in such impoverished terms that it could be seen as no more than 
two people who share a common space, with the supposed ‘obligations’ of this.) 
 
Perhaps the most significant driver of this in our lifetime has been the change in use 
of the post-war military industrial machine. Most especially in the USA, but across the 
‘Western’ world - this was turned to producing ‘consumer goods’. Of course you had 
to persuade people to buy things which meant that we had to be made discontented 
(a prevalent mood of life these days). We needed to understand that our lives would 
be better: first with them, than without; and second, better with newer. After all, once 
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Sunday Services at St John’s 
 

August    4      8.00am Holy Communion    (1662)   
    10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 
      7.00pm Letter to the Hebrews                    

August 11         8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB) 
    10.00am Choral Eucharist,  
       7.00pm Letter to the Hebrews 
August 18      8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB)  
    10.00am All Age Eucharist 
      7.00pm Choral Evensong 
August 25    8.00am Holy Communion  (1662) 
    10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 
      7.00pm Letter to the Hebrews 

 

 

 

During the Week at St John’s 
 

Wednesdays  
    7.45am Meditation Group meets in the Hettie Robinson Lounge  
  10.00am  Holy Communion followed by morning tea in the Lounge 
 

Thursdays  
  9.15am   St John’s Church Mini Musicmakers (during term time) 
  7.30pm  Choir practice 
 

 

 

 

Association of Anglican Women (AAW) 

 
13th August Evening AAW Group meets at 7.30pm in the lounge.   
    

8th August Afternoon AAW Group meets at 2.00pm where  
       
   Visitors are always welcome at these meetings  

 

Third Sunday of the month Breakfast! 
 

 
All are welcome to join us for breakfast on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Meet in 
the Church Lounge around 9am for coffee, pancakes, various breads (sourdough 
and pumpkin in July) and possibly waffles!   The next one is on 18th August 
 
Christina  
 
 
 
 
    

     

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Shared Lunch 
 
Following the 10am service on the second Sunday of each month we have a shared 
lunch at which you are most welcome.  Please bring along some food to share. 
 
The next lunch will be on  11th August 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afternoon AAW 

 
Our July speaker was Sarah Kyte when she told us of the various plac-
es she and Rose and Andy, and Hannah, Ben, and Naomi went during 
the five weeks she was in the UK. We also saw some delightful photos 
of Naomi when she turned one. It was such a pleasure to share this time with Sarah. 

 

Our August meeting will be Helen Edwards telling us about hers and Alan’s trip to 
France and Spain. We would encourage anyone who wishes to see Helen’s amazing 
photos to come and join us on the 8th of August at 2.00 pm. 

 

If our programmes appeal to you, come and see if you like us. If you are free on the 
second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm, please feel free to join us. For further 
information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me on 027 238 6893. 

 

Verna Rutherford [Leader] 

 

 

 

Evening AAW 
 

Paul Tankard was the speaker at the July meeting.  He spoke to us of his European 

trip  of April-June 2017.  We heard of their visits to Rome, Florence, Venice, Prague, 

Cologne, Paris and Scotland.  Paul worked in the St Andrews University library at the 

end of their trip. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Third Sunday of the month Breakfast! 
 

 
All are welcome to join us for breakfast on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Meet in 
the Church Lounge around 9am for coffee, pancakes, various breads (sourdough 
and pumpkin in July) and possibly waffles!   The next one is on 18th August 
 
Christina  
 
 
 
 
    

     

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Shared Lunch 
 
Following the 10am service on the second Sunday of each month we have a shared 
lunch at which you are most welcome.  Please bring along some food to share. 
 
The next lunch will be on  11th August 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

someone has a car, they need to be persuaded to ‘get a new BETTER one’ long long 
before the first has worn out - otherwise what will all the factories do??  
 
Discontent and disposability has become the underlying ethos of our age - even with 
regard to our relationships. Discontent and disposability. Perfectly expressed by Tin-
der with its relentless swipe to the newer and better ‘partner’ driven by the Idols of 
Perfection, and Novelty which are to our deeper brain structures, every bit as de-
structive as crack cocaine. 
 
And so to Lawn mowers . . . I guess we all have our own? (If of course we have in-
herited a deep love of a patch of grass . . .). I only raise them because 40 years ago I 
went on a church conference. It was about ‘Living Simply’ - yet it was very different to 
how ‘simple living’ is nowadays sold and promoted to us as an individual ‘lifestyle 
choice’, in that it assumed it would be something we could share in together. The 
assumption which seems so alien now, was that a church might naturally have a 
shared life from which shared possessions might be an easy step forward and an 
obvious expression. I remember that one such had a church garden shed where folk 
could take out one of a couple of mowers, and other garden tools, and so do away 
with the need of that fundamental human right to own our own. (We too of course 
have a garden shed but we think it is for the tools for the church grounds - not at all 
the same thing.) 
 
Why do we all have to have our own, or feel we do? At base this is perhaps because 
we sense that we are on our own - and wouldn’t want to impose on the space of an-
other by asking to borrow - or indeed suggesting to share. If we have more than basic 
possessions they have a remarkable habit of isolating us from one another, some-
thing amplified by TVs, cars and i(solation)Phones, and narrowing our possibilities for 
Life Together. 
 
In a world where we are conditioned  to - perhaps even imprisoned in - lives in sepa-
ration (casually ignoring Jesus’ words . . .) ; a world in which the only way we can 
negotiate common space is through rules, contracts and the law;  I wonder, are there 
still perhaps one or two amongst us who might hanker after something else - might 
wish to explore a different way? If the regeneration of the Church, the Body of Christ, 
a group of people with a visible shared existence in the world, is to happen, perhaps 
lawn mowers are a starting point? Or perhaps something else . . . if anyone is inter-
ested . . . ? 
 

Grace and Peace to y’all, Eric 
 

 
 
 

  
 



 An Important Note from the Recorder 

 

Some of you have had your claim for a donation to St Johns rejected by the IRD.  The 
one word that is missing from the certificate that has been used for decades, is 
“donation”.  I have now corrected that, and if you need a replacement receipt with 
the correct wording on it, please let me know. The modified form has been already 
accepted by the IRD on subsequent presentation. My apologies for this oversight 
and any inconvenience. 

If you are new to the Parish, or if you would like to be a part of the regular donors by 
envelope please let me know. I can enrol you at any time, and supply envelopes for 
weekly, monthly or annual donations.  

If direct crediting appeals to you, then I can send you the appropriate form for you 
to fill in and take to your bank. This has become a very popular and convenient way 
of making donations to the Parish. 

I am happy to answer any questions you might have, and any discussions are confi-
dential. 

My contact details are: 

Sue Cathro, Recorder. 

Phone: 455 4604 

Mobile: 022 171 5513 

Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leslie Groves Prayer 

For all who live and work here 

God of care and compassion, your Son Jesus  

Christ brought healing and peace to those  

who sought it.  We thank you for the vision  

of your servant Leslie Groves, and for the  

faith of men and women who have worked  

to make this a place where your grace and  

love are found.  Bless, we pray, all who  

make this place their home, and all who  

care for them.  Pour Your life-giving Spirit  

upon us, that all who come here may find  

peace of mind, comfort of body, and the  

knowledge that in serving one another we  

are serving You.  This we ask in the name of  

Jesus Christ, our friend, our brother and our  

companion. Amen  



Donations welcome 
With the cooler weather Servants Health Centre have asked if we could please do-
nate Hot Water Bottles.  If you can donate these please bring them to the office.   
Many thanks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Children’s Church 
 
Welcome back to Trekkers and Pathfinders for Term 3 everyone :-) We hope you all 
had a good school holidays. 
For most of Term 2 we were learning about Elijah - many great stories involving 
drought, Ravens, making it rain and vineyards amongst other things! The term end-
ed with Elijah handing over to Elisha and being taken up to heaven....  
And so this Term we will be looking at Elisha... Some of the stories are quite similar 
to those of Elijah  - they both helped widows with oil and both raised a boy from the 
dead :-) and then later in the term we will move on to Daniel.. 'Good Old Daniel!' - 
that was a great song, do you know it? 
 
Sarah  

 Report 

Christianity 101 
 

An opportunity to explore the deep foundations - the basics of our faith and Life in Jesus 
Plunging into the very heart of Existence itself!  
Things your grandmother never taught you :-) 

 
Church, Prayer, Worship all woven into the Story of Creation with Jesus at its Heart 

 
We will share a meal then explore together - with some pondering just Who Is John the Evange-

list our Patron Saint! 
 

Please speak with me if you’d like to take this opportunity 
Blessings 

Eric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wardens Report 
Eric has laid down a wero (challenge) to Vestry to consider the future directions for 
St John’s Parish. We are using Mark Sayers’ book Disappearing Church as a refer-
ence. Mark Sayers suggests that the Church in the western world is failing because 
we have strayed from the basics of the Christian faith and tried to blend in with the 
secular world. There is much food for thought in the book. We are looking forward 
to sharing our thoughts and discussing themes in future Vestry meetings.  
 
At the July Vestry meeting one item discussed was church security. The Diocesan 
office has asked all churches to conduct a risk assessment and look at ways to miti-
gate any risks they identify.  
Vestry is considering how we might have the church open daily, whilst still maintain-
ing high standards of security. 
 
Fraser is developing a group of 6 fire wardens, and is in the process of planning a fire 
safety drill during a Sunday morning service. We need to take fire safety seriously, 
especially in a wooden church building such as St John’s.  
 
We have bought a roof ladder and steps and plan to install them soon so that we can 
carry out building maintenance more easily. 
 
We noted that a significant number of the Leslie Groves Board is retiring at the next 
Annual General Meeting. Board members must be on St John’s roll. Please pray that 
new Board members will volunteer to take on this responsibility. 
 
Blessings, 

Fraser and Jane 

Vicar’s and People’s Wardens 

 
 



Mission News 

 
Recently some of us were very blessed and encouraged to hear from the out-

going national director of NZCMS, Steve Maina and his wife Watiri on their ‘farewell’ 
tour of the province before going to Nelson diocese where Steve will be the new 
bishop. 

It was a deep joy to listen to one so full of the love of Jesus and expressing 
hope for the future of the Church in these parts. Steve made particular mention of 
the benefits of coming from a background in which being part of a tribe meant nego-
tiating with those who were different from you in order to life together peaceably. 
Certainly in a world of factions and ‘tribes’, even within the Church of Aotearoa, 
New Zealand and Polynesia, such experience may well prove invaluable to us all. 

More on Steve and Watiri and the new appointment can be found at  
 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/111240861/kenyan-kiwi--named-
bishopelect-for-nelson-anglican-diocese 
 

More recently still, Sarah and I received a lovely letter from Tess Hicks. As folk 
I hope know St John’s actively supports the work of Tess, John and the family in the 
Solomon Islands, in theological education and Church leadership. 

Tess writes: “Greetings in the name of Jesus our Saviour!  . . . We are in full-
swing here and upon coming back [following a lengthy furlough here and in the 
States] are really pleased to see more openness in our students and their wives. 
[Tess has a particular teaching ministry amongst the wives of trainee clergy] In par-
ticular me ‘Intro to the Gospels’ class is going very well. We are reading through 
Mark and several women have commented that before they read the WORD but did 
not understand. Now they read, and can see what God is saying. Praise the Lord! . . 
.” 

If you’d like to remember John, Tess and all their children in your prayers, 
there is a fresh supply of ‘fridge magnet’ photos in the foyer. Please take one!  
 

Ministry Conference 2019 
 

I am recently back from this event, held as usual at the Burns Centre - former-
ly the Holy Cross Seminary, in Mosgiel. Our new Diocesan Ministry Educator, Mi-
chael Godfrey, had given us a packed programme of speakers. For me the particular 
highlights were; the Bible Studies, led by Bishop Richard Ellena, the recently retired 
Bishop of Nelson. Richard’s great strength as he interacted with passages from the 
gospels on the theme ‘Who do you say that I am?’, was weaving in the story of his 
own developing relationship with Jesus and the challenges of that for him at a deep-

ly personal level. Such sharing is a profound gift which draws us all into conversation 
as The Body of Christ.  

Secondly the highly entertaining and also challenging talk from The Revd 
Spanky Moore. Spanky (his name is a story in itself - his mother calls him Joshua :-) ) 
is the chaplain at the University of Canterbury. His mission amongst young people is 
inspirational. He leads frequent retreats and oversees a large group for those who 
have for a season left church - a group which commits to ‘Daily prayer and a weekly 
Sabbath’ amongst other things. The drop off rate is almost non existent. It is chal-
lenging to consider these young folk - on the edge of church taking up such shared 
disciplines. 

Finally as I have referred to in a recent sermon - Prof Tim Cooper - from our 
own university of Otago, spoke on ‘Non-Western Christianity’. As I said this was 
challenging to hear not least because although the New Testaments Scriptures are 
written from a position on the cultural margins and facing regularly the threat of 
persecution and martyrdom (in the pattern of Jesus), our own faith tradition is 
shaped by a very different perspective. We tend to speak of ministry ‘to those at the 
edges’, the Scriptures are written assuming that we live on the edge - of history, cul-
ture and indeed heaven and Earth. 

As always perhaps the best thing about such conferences was the opportunity 
to meet up with others from around the diocese, something which is only very 
occasionally possible 
 

Eric - My future Diary 
 

As some folk will know, Sarah is just recently back from the UK. God willing, I 
will be following in her steps in a few weeks time.  

 
Synod weekend is September 13-15th. On the Sunday there will be no 10am 

service as we will be joining with folk from across the Diocese at a special service at 
the Cathedral as we give thanks to God for 150 years of the life of the Anglican 
Church in these parts. [I hope to hold a Eucharist at 8am, but this is dependent upon 
the timing of the Cathedral service - as yet unannounced]  

 
I will fly to the UK the following day to spend two weeks with our daughters 

and grand daughter as well as a couple of visits to good friends. Fr James Hardin, 
And Bishop Steven will be leading our family in worship the two Sundays I am away. 
I Return on Friday October 4th. The following week Sarah and I hope to get 2-3 days 
to ourselves - the first such break for well over a year 
 
Eric  
 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/111240861/kenyan-kiwi--named-bishopelect-for-nelson-anglican-diocese
https://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/111240861/kenyan-kiwi--named-bishopelect-for-nelson-anglican-diocese

