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The Vicar Writes . . . ‘Yes’, or ‘No’?  -The Question of Moral Responsibility in the Christian Life ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.’ 
Jesus 

“Life as a citizen of heaven is utterly simple and demands all we have and all we are. Life as a 

citizen of the world requires little of us except we pay taxes and put crosses in boxes . . . “ 

Next month, the ‘team of five million’ will go to the polls, for the triennial opportunity 'to 

change their minds should they so wish’ ,otherwise called the General Election. We may cast 

our votes and walk out having discharged our responsibility. Should we later regret our 

choice another opportunity will come along in three years. Aotearoa / NZ is not alone as a 

nation in regretting a previous choice and changing the government, and for good or ill, that 

opportunity more frequently than for most. 

Yet this year is different, not merely because of the disorienting impact of COVID-19, but 

because citizens are being asked to answer two questions in referenda. One in respect of the 

control and use of Cannabis, the other on whether or not the End of Life Choice Act 2019, 

(EOLC) comes into force . . . 

It is very simple to type this. But contemplating what it means should leave one paralysed . . . 

the citizens of this land are being asked to ‘have their say’ on a matter of Life or Death. 

I am not alone in accompanying the dying on their journey, and over the years I have sat and 

watched and prayed, and been with families and seen the bewilderingly complex interplay of 

all sorts of emotions and actions for good and ill . . . It is perhaps at the point of death that 

the reality of our lives are most clearly revealed, that we are not islands. That our lives are so 

woven together and far more consequential than we can begin to imagine or even bear if we 

saw it. 

One of the reasons I continue - I pray gently - to make the point that Christian faith is not a 

matter of morals is because of the nature of Reality. Confrontation with Reality reveals our 

human inability to know, perhaps even in our simplest actions, what it is we are actually do-

ing. To use a favourite phrase of my mother’s, in the great scheme of things none of us “can 

see past our nose end".  
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Sunday Services at St John’s 
 

August  2    9.00am Holy Communion    (1662)   

           1 0.30am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 

      6.00pm Night Prayer and Reflection           

August  9        9.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB) 

            10.30am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 

    6.00pm Night Prayer and Reflection 

August 16    9.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB)  

            10.30am All Age Eucharist 

    7.00pm Choral Evensong 

August 23  9.00am Holy Communion  (1662) 

            10.30am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 

    6.00pm Night Prayer and Reflection 

August 30  9.00am Holy Communion (1662) 

            10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 

              6.00pm Night Prayer and Reflection 

   

 

During the Week at St John’s 
 

Wednesdays  

   10.00am  Holy Communion followed by morning tea in the Lounge 

 
 

Thursdays  
  9.15am   St John’s Church Mini Musicmakers  

  7.30pm  Choir practice  
 

 

 

Association of Anglican Women (AAW) 
    

  Evening AAW Group - meet on Tuesday 11th August at 7.00pm.  

 Speaker  James Harding  visiting World War 1 cemeteries in Germany and 

 France.               All very welcome—including the men. 

 
 Afternoon AAW Group  - meet on  Thursday 13th August at 2.00pm.  

 Speaker Colin Campbell-Hunt—Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 

   Visitors welcome 

.   

LESLIE GROVES  SOCIETY UPDATE   
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              

  Facility Manager Sean Kelly and Staff in National Costume 

ETHNIC LUNCH 

A special Mid-Year Ethnic themed luncheon occasion was recently held for staff of the Rest 

Home and Hospital to recognise the outstanding contributions made by staff during the 

COVID Lockdown. A sumptuous variety of ethnic foods was enjoyed by staff. This occasion 

was further marked by the presentation of gift vouchers to staff   

The recent provision by Government of a special grant to Aged Care Providers to cover addi-

tional COVID related costs was much appreciated. For Leslie Groves the grant received was 

$80,000. This has been used to cover additional staff costs incurred during Lockdown, the 

provision of a secure additional entry to the Taieri Unit, the purchase of PPE’s and specialist 

equipment and the gift vouchers recognising staff efforts during this time. 

Brian Tegg Chairman 



Common Life Assistant Report 

"Hi all, 

This month has been an interesting one. The tooth that needed a filling some 

time ago that I had not attended to reared its ugly head the last week ending in 

a root canal! The level of pain was excruciating. It stops you being able to think 

or do anything until the pain is lessened. I find this a helpful metaphor when it 

comes to the pain that we all carry as human beings. Pain scrambles for our at-

tention through the work of the Holy Spirit within us. Agitation, anxiety, irritabil-

ity, intolerance, judgement of others, assumptions, grief, unforgiveness are but 

some of the ways in which pain manifests itself into our lives and relationships. 

These are signs to us that something within us needs attention. Jesus came to 

give Life in all its fullness. I have seen that some Christians assume that this 

promise of fullness of life means no pain. Therefore, if we are experiencing pain 

then Jesus has abandoned us? The way I understand this is that from the minute 

we are conceived till the moment of our last breath there is paradox. Birth and 

death. Gain and loss. Brokenness and healing. Humanity! Fullness of life I believe 

is understanding that into this reality Jesus is intimately involved. Maybe we can 

understand our pain, our disappointment, unrealized dreams, shattered expec-

tations in the light of the presence of God sustaining and redeeming us in and 

through all the pain and joy of our lives. So rather than seeing Jesus' fullness of 

life promise as a ticket to an easy life we can understand that part of our calling 

is to have eyes to see and ears to hear the work of the Spirit in the midst of our 

pain drawing us up into the life of God. Here we find that we are sustained and 

held ALWAYS in God's love for us.  

 

Bless you all, 

Lisa Barlow. 

 

Children’s Church 
 

This term Children's Church is following the Lectionary and matching up with the 

service theme. A typical week involves welcoming and sharing, followed by some 

physical games, then a lesson, activity and some fruit. Due to small numbers 

there's one group which caters to all children up to year 5, with year 6 going up 

to Jam and the youth.  We anticipate an enjoyable term. 
 

Mark 

We act in the world -  and pretty much each and every action (unless we are sat in a perma-

nently sealed box) has consequences which lead to other consequences etc. etc. The saying, 

’Hindsight is a wonderful gift’ is often on our lips for a reason. We cannot see the 

consequences of our actions . . .  Thus self righteousness, saying I know, I can see, is the re-

sult of a terrible delusion. 

The World makes the intolerable assertion that its citizens have an obligation to be fully in-

formed, to be self righteous, and to make agonising decisions based on this. This is a ridicu-

lous impossibility, rarely if ever called out as such. (And the truth of it born out in the heated 

arguments, for only the self righteous have anything to lose . . .) 

We might ask, “is it Just that such a matter be put to mere human mortals?” Even those who 

have actually read the EOLC bill, AND understand what it means in law, if anything know only 

the tiniest fraction of what they vote for or against, and nothing of the consequences of their 

vote. Talk of moral responsibility is a delusional and coercive nonsense - which is why all that 

is required is to make a cross on a piece of paper . . . 

We often say that the modern world is a place of bewildering complexity, but that is nothing 

new. Reality is made up of an almost infinite number of connections, such that to know the 

outcome of any particular choice we need to know . . . well Everything. Unless people con-

sider themselves to be god, then they do not suffer such a delusion. . .  

Talk of ‘taking moral responsibility for the consequences of our actions’ is just that, talk, for 

no one voting will bear the full consequence of their’ free choice’.  

Yet what of The Church, the ‘citizens of another country’? Is this something God asks of us?? 

Some talk unthinkingly of ‘Christian Duty’ ,yet one MUST question the goodness of any ‘god’ 
who would ask of their feeble finite creatures that they bear the full burden of  the conse-

quences of any let alone all of their actions. (This is why we pray continually ‘Jesus, Son of 

God, have mercy) We should flee ‘moral’ faith, for such a burden is far too great for any hu-

man being to bear.  

Everything we do has infinite consequence ‘world without end’ .Only an infinite act of mercy 

can bear the consequences of all of our actions, can atone, can heal, can make amends. And 

who can make that? 

 As St Paul asks ‘Who is sufficient for these things?’ Who indeed? 

John’s gospel has at its centre the question of Sight, this is as we who know our story recog-

nise, the ‘ability’ given us by the snake of being able to distinguish Good and Evil.  

Chapter 9 is taken up with the story of ‘the man born blind ’It is very repetitive, to the point 

where you wonder if John was having an off day as he wrote it, but its repetitive nature is to 

awaken us to its significance. At the end, the healing  having provoked yet another confron-

tation between Jesus and the morally certain Pharisees, Jesus shockingly links their (and our) 

sense of ‘knowing what is right’ ,to Sin. The quote is at the top of this comment piece. Saying 

we know, that we can judge right, that we can see, is Sin. We are back in the Garden having 

eaten of the apple, our eyes are opened. Fundamentally we are ‘Playing God’.                   
God’s demands on the citizens of heaven are simple compared with the worlds demands of 

its citizens. No figuring it out is required, no moral ambiguities. Feed the hungry, clothe the  



naked, house the stranger, visit the lonely - whether they are enemy or friend. Perhaps this is 

why people flee so quickly from citizenship in His Kingdom to that of the World? It is too 

clear, too obvious, there is too much light. It is easier to hide in the dark of pretence and 

delusion. 

Only God sees everything. Only God who is Good and Just can, and in Jesus Christ does, bear 

all the consequences of my actions. If I choose to take these upon myself, to play God, being 

self righteous and imagining I see, then I will in the end carry the consequences myself. All of 

them. 

Pray for this nation. Apply Jesus’ words from the Cross. “Father forgive them, for they know 

not what they do’.  And may God have mercy on us all 

The Peace of Christ be upon you 

Eric 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from the Recorder 

Just a reminder that it is possible to join the envelope or direct crediting schemes for 

making regular donations to the Parish at any time. The actual timing of your dona-

tions can be arranged to suit you. I can enrol you at any time, and supply envelopes 

for your donation.  

If direct crediting appeals to you, then I can send you the appropriate form for you 

to fill in and take to your bank. This form will also give you the Parish bank account 

number and your unique number for my records for you to set up your own internet 

banking. This has become a very popular and convenient way of making donations 

to the Parish. 

The evidence of the worth of Parishioner’s giving is all around you.  Our lovely 

church and convenient lounge and adjoining facilities have been paid for by past and 

present parishioners and well-wishers, and maintained and enhanced by us all for 

today, and for the future. 

If you wish to be part of either of these schemes please contact me. I am happy to 

answer any questions you might have, and any discussions are confidential. 

My contact details are: 

Sue Cathro, Parish Recorder.                          Phone: 455 4604 

Mobile: 022 171 5513                                      Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

Wardens Report 
Vestry met on 20

th
 July at the Vicarage. 

We discussed the upkeep of the trees at St John’s, including the significant trees 

(these are listed on Dunedin’s district plan). The last time work was carried out on 

the trees was back in 2011-13. We are in the process of seeking quotes to start the 

maintenance plan again. This year we want the oak tree and three beech trees to 

have the dead wood removed and canopies lifted. We will look at the other trees 

over the next couple of years. 

Lisa Barlow is providing valuable pastoral support to a number of parishioners, espe-

cially those older members who don’t get to church as often as they used to. We are 

exploring the best ways that Lisa can continue to use her pastoral skills to support 

the parish. 

As Christians we value our staff at St John’s so for the past several years we have 

paid our staff at or above the living wage. The living wage is reviewed each year and 

at our July Vestry meeting we again decided to increase staff wages when they in-

crease on 1
st

 September.  

Each year, St John’s needs to confirm who the Parish Nominators will be. Parish 

Nominators are only used if and when the Vicar leaves (which Eric has thankfully 

assured us he is NOT going to do)  to support the process of filling the vacancy. 

There are four Parish Nominators. We aim to have a balance of gender and views 

amongst the group. If you could see yourself in this role, please discuss with Fraser 

or Jane. At our next Vestry meeting we will confirm who our Nominators will be. 

Our youth Ministry initiative, JaM (St John’s & St Matt’s), continues to meet by 

zoom, wonderfully led by Megan Kyte. A ‘heads up’ that we are looking for a new 

leader to take on this role in 2021. If youth ministry appeals to you, please let Fraser 

or Jane know, or have a chat with Megan.  

Blessings, 

Fraser & Jane 

Vicar’s & People’s Wardens 

 
 



Afternoon AAW 
Last month, on the 9

th
 of July, we had a programme labelled “Celia Davies Nepalese 

Adventure”. Celia was an enthralling speaker and will be back next year to continue 

her travel stories. 

At 2 pm on Thursday, August 13
th

 Colin Campbell-Hunt will speak to us about the 

Orokonui Ecosanctuary, so we invite all those interested to join us on that day. We 

know from past experience that Colin is a fascinating speaker and so we look for-

ward to his visit. 

Do please, take care and stay well. Also please pray for one another and stay in 

touch. 

For further information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me on 027 238 6893. 

Verna Rutherford [Leader] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and celebrate Brian Tegg’s  80
th

 birthday, 

with a POT LUCK dinner 

On Saturday 29
th

 August at the church hall,  6.30 pm. 

 If you plan to come can you please reply to  

brianmargaret.tegg@xtra.co.nz 

 or phone 476 4505 

It would help Margaret if you could say whether you wish to bring 

a meat dish, vegetables, salad or dessert. 

 Please reply by 22
nd

 August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening AAW 

The Evening AAW gathered on 14
th

 July 2020 pleased to be together again to  con-

tinue our monthly group meetings. 

Our meeting and service was lead by Margaret Tegg followed by a thoroughly inter-

esting talk by Jennie Lewis about her 

Experiences as an International volunteer for the Nazareth hospital trust. The hospi-

tal had been founded on the hilltop 

In 1861 by the Edinburgh Medical Mission Society 

Jennie’s first hotel was on the out skirts of Nazareth on  21
st

 century crowded noisy 

village. She questioned where was the simple  

1
st

 century Nazareth of Jesus  boyhood? At the beginning of the day she put on an 

ankle length rough fabric tunic ,all covering, 

head scarf and flimsy flat leather sandals to  head out to collect  olive prunings,  and 

feed the sheep. 

Jennie had much to tell us of the places from the bible that she explored such as her 

first sight of Lake Kinneret {sea of Galilee] . 

Unfortunately she had her time shortened and a hurried departure due to Covid 19. 

We look forward to a return visit  from Jennie to hear about her time in Nazareth 

and the surrounding towns like Jerusalem. 

Jennie has said that Nazareth Hospital needs all the prayer support it can get at pre-

sent. 

Evening AAW next meeting is August 11
th

 at 7.00pm in the church lounge. 

James Harding is coming to talk to us about visiting world War I cemeteries in Ger-

many and France supported with photos and interesting stories. This topic may be of 

interest to the men of our congregation . Every one is welcome to join us 

Regards Bev Aitken 

 

               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission News: 
"Rosie Fyffe (National Director of NZCMS) recently offered the following chal-

lenge.  She wrote “What does it mean to be part of the global Church at this 

time?” 

She reminds us that like the God in whose image we are made, our identity is com-

munal. As a member of the global Church we are part of the one body of Christ.. 

The implications of living into this reality are radical.  One implication of our mem-

bership as Christ’s body is “if one member suffers, all suffer together.” (1 Cor 12:26). 

There is no ‘us and them’: there is only one body. We are to experience the suffering 

of our Christian brothers and sisters like it is in our own body.......... 

As members of the global Church, we do not have the option of sheltering ourselves 

in a safe New Zealand bubble and forgetting the rest of the world. We are called to 

live into our membership of the global Church, a body with Jesus Christ as our head. 

As a family with a heart for global mission, NZCMS intentionally looks out and en-

gages with the global Church. New Zealand is facing an economic recession, and we 

know that NGOs like us will face financial challenges. At the same time, we want to 

not only look to our own interests, but also to the interests of others (Phil 

2:4)........... 

It hurts us to read and hear this account of our body suffering; it’s overwhelming, 

and it challenges our own sense of comfort and safety. Together we are brought to 

our knees in prayer as we bring our concerns before a loving, present, and redeem-

ing God. We pray that God would show us how we can be the hands and feet in this 

world at this time, with whatever we find in our hands.  We invite you to continue to 

pray for our brothers and sisters around the globe who are experiencing so many 

devastating challenges. We also invite you to consider how you might offer what 

resources you have to the global Church.” 

It challenged us to think of ways we might help our brothers and sisters in the Body 

of Christ who are suffering both as a group and as individuals." 

 
"THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER 

As members will know, NZCMS deeply values prayer. In fact, we’ve been praying 

together for 125 years! 

That’s right: on October 25 we’ll be celebrating our 125th birthday. Back in 1892 

God’s Spirit was stirring something in our land. There was a restlessness, a sense 

that there was more for the people of God to step into, a sense that mission is much 

bigger than what we’d seen. 

It was out of that space that NZCMS was born. Within 8 months of our founding we 

accepted our first missionary, Miss M L Pasley, for service in Japan. Della Hunter-

Brown followed only two months later. Then in October, at the age of 66, Bishop 

Edward Stuart of Waiapu retired from his position and headed to Persia to serve for 

16 years! By the end of the century, we’d sent seven missionaries overseas, and 

were supporting three working in NZ. 

This rapid growth was birthed out of a movement of ‘ordinary believers’ who were 

committed to seeing the Gospel spread to all corners of the world. And no doubt, 

early on they recognised that prayer was the key to seeing this happen. It wasn’t 

long before 55 NZCMS branches were regularly meeting across the country to not 

only hear about mission, but to pray for God to be moving among the nations. 

So as we celebrate God’s faithfulness to us over the past 125 years, let’s pause to 

remember that “We’re all called to pray.” 

 

Vin Maffey 

Mission Motivator 

 

 

Library Report  
This month I am taking a different tack. A short while ago, while helping with the 

Servants Health Centre Bible Class I was made aware of a new Bible translation by a 

member of that group. He was so enthusiastic about it I immediately purchased 

one. It is the Net Bible, a New English translation. My first thought was, is this some-

thing cobbled together from the internet, an inferior work purposed to appeal to a 

world besotted by online matters? Well, my first impressions were favourable as I 

started to read the whole New Testament, which I have done. I discovered an easily 

read and engrossing treatment that, in my opinion, is an ideal way to introduce peo-

ple of all levels to the important  and vital messages within. This Bible was published 

in 2005. A large team of highly qualified scholars and translators worked at the task. 

One of the great features of the Net Bible is a huge resource of nearly 61,000 trans-

lation notes that are available free to all online. This resource is the reason the pub-

lishers called it the Net Bible. I can see how these notes are a wonderful help in 

scholarly study. The copy I have is the Pew & Worship version but quite a few differ-

ent formats can be purchased including a full Study Version with all the online notes 

included. You may be wondering why I am telling you about this. Well, our library 

now has its own copy of the Pew & Worship version should you be tempted to try it 

out. I know we all have our favourite Bibles and there are reasons to love all of 

them. It can be lovely to taste the old translations, the language is often extremely 

beautiful and revealing. Few of us will ever agree on everything but the World is 

seeming to be in need of documents that speak to the widest audience and I believe 

the Net Bible is a very good attempt at that.  

Other than that it is business as usual. As always I appreciate feedback and recom-

mendations for our library. Happy reading! 

Craig McLanachan, 

Librarian.= 


