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Staff Team: 
 

Vicar:   Rev Eric Kyte      w: 464 0240       m: 021 713 021   e: eric@calledsouth.org.nz 
  

Administrator:   Margaret McLanachan         office: 464 0240 e: st.johns.roslyn@xtra.co.nz  
 
 

Deacon: Rev Pauline Johnson   h: 472 7091        m: 027 472 7091   e: paulineajohnson@gmail.com 
 

 

Availability:  Pastoral staff are available at all times except for their days off which are: 
   

  Eric— Friday;         
 

Ministry Leaders: 
 

Children’s Church:  Mark Wilson  021 259 3559 
St John’s Mini Musicmakers: Sarah Kyte  464 0240  
AAW Afternoon Group: Verna Rutherford 476 3975 
AAW Evening Group Sec: Bev Aitken  476 3807 
Mission Motivator:  Vin Maffey    476 2231 
Organist/Choir Director: Alan Edwards  477 2865 
Parish Recorder:  Sue Cathro    4554604 
Verger:   Brian Tegg  476 4505 

 

Vestry 2018/2019 
 

Vicar’s Warden: Fraser Richardson  466 7046  
People’s Warden: Jane Musgrave  484 7179 
Treasurer:  Heidi Schwellnus  464 0113 
Other Members           Melanie Cornish         027 390 501 Ethan Evans 021 081 38059 
   David Finlay         021 145 4065 Alan Firth            4640272 

Secretary:  Margaret McLanachan 453 0131 Verna Rutherford    476 3975 
   Phil White   467 6120  
Synod Reps:  Trish Franklin  021 279-8343   and Paul Tankard           479 2869 
  

Dates for Your Diary 

 
8th March  Parish Shared Lunch 
10th March  Evening AAW - 7.30pm 
12th March  Afternoon AAW - 2.00pm 
15th March  Parish Breakfast 
22nd March   Parish AGM 

 

 

Vicar:  
 

Rev Eric Kyte 
021 713 021 
Office: 464 0240 

 
 

Thoughts for Lent . . .  

How’s the soil?? 
‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden, to till and to keep it’ 

 
God’s intention for his Creation is that it brings forth life in every aspect. From the command 
of God to the man and the woman to be fruitful and multiply, God speaks Life into His Crea-
tion. Life is its natural state, one from which we have fallen. But God comes to us in Jesus, to 
seek us out, to re-orient our lives towards that Life in Jesus, from whom springs of life giving 
water flow, that those same waters may flow from our lives. 
When our lives stop bearing fruit it is a sign that something deep is wrong. The natural Chris-
tian Life is one in which Love, Joy peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, generosity, faithful-
ness, gentleness and self-control just flow from us, and from the Church. It is not Natural for 
churches to die - the Life of God is Fruitful.  
Recently we’ve become aware that it’s a little more difficult for us to fill rosters, those duties 
which need to be done week by week - we find fewer hands available. At this point you 
might be wondering, ‘here comes the Vicar, exhorting us to do more, to roll our sleeves up, 
to pick up again what we’ve put down!’, but no.  
 
That’s not what I want us to do. All over the Diocese, and indeed it seems in so many places, 
churches are dying, and the response always seems to be the same, ‘how do we keep the 
machine going?’, exhorting people to more and harder work, greater commitment . . . I have 
heard this story over and over again, and it never bears fruit, because finding eager hand for 
labouring in the Church is the product of something deeper, that Life that comes from God.  
Soil . . . no, I’m not changing subject here :-) All over the world, soil is dying. It has been 
worked so very hard and so very long, but it hasn’t been looked after. We’ve pumped it full 
of artificial stimulants, and like sports stars who resort to drugs, the soil breaks down. We 
tend not to notice soil - in the same way that we often are not alert to God. Indeed the idea 
that soil can die may well seem to us a strange one, but soil itself is a living structure, only 
Life can bring forth life. 
Yesterday I met another member of the clergy who expressed bemusement when I said i was 
looking forward to Lent as a fallow time - for her it meant more busyness than usual - but 
busyness distracts us from what is. And Lent is a time for paying attention. This is what our 
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Sunday Services at St John’s 
 

March  1    8.00am Holy Communion    (1662)   
           1 0.00am Choral Eucharist,  Youth, Children’s Church 
      6.00pm Jesus and Five Women           

March 8         8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB) 
            10.00am Choral Eucharist,  Youth, Children’s Church 
    6.00pm Time and Space, Heaven and Earth 
March 15    8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB)  
            10.00am All Age Eucharist 
    7.00pm Choral Evensong 
March 22  8.00am Holy Communion  (1662) 
            10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 
    6.00pm The Life of a Christian - The Holy Spirit in John 
March  29  8.00am Holy Communion 
            10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 
    6.00pm Towards the Cross 

 

 

During the Week at St John’s 
 

Wednesdays  
    7.45am Meditation Group meets in the Hettie Robinson Lounge  
  10.00am  Holy Communion followed by morning tea in the Lounge 
 
 

Thursdays  
  9.15am   St John’s Church Mini Musicmakers  
  7.30pm  Choir practice 
 

 

 

Association of Anglican Women (AAW) 
    
10th March  Evening AAW Group meets at 7.30pm . Speaker Malcolm Wong - 
“Happy Birthday P.R.C. (People’s Republic of China) 

 
12th March  Afternoon AAW Group meets at 2.00pm . Speaker Rochelle Fox 
speaking on Disability Information Service. 
 
All very welcome at both of these meetings 
.   

 

LESLIE GROVES  SOCIETY UPDATE   

 

                          HELP WANTED 

Offers of help from parishioners in any of the following ways would be much  
appreciated. 
 
1.          Personal shopping for residents 

2.         Feeding in Redwood and Taieri 

3.         Reminiscence with residents and recording a personal history booklet 

4.         Drivers for the Day Programme 

5.         Maintaining the courtyards (gardening, sweeping etc) 

6.         Help with Activities (Housie) 

 

Please contact me if you can help 

Brian  Tegg 

4764505 : 0274235400 

 

Commissioning 
 

The Board and vehicles for Leslie Groves are to be commissioned at our 10am  
service on Sunday 22nd March 

     
 



Afternoon AAW 
We  began our year with Holy Communion and a planning day on Thursday 13th 
February, and we managed to preplan pretty much the whole year. It all looks 
very interesting. 

Next month, at 2 pm, on the 12th of March, Rochelle Fox will be speaking to us 
about the Disability Information Service when she will give us information, ad-
vice and a look at some resources to make it easier to manage in the home. She 
is a very appealing speaker so do feel free to come and join us for the afternoon. 
We do guarantee a good afternoon tea! 

If our programmes appeal to you, come and see if you like us. If you are free on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm, please feel free to join us. For 
further information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me 
on 027 238 6893. 

Verna Rutherford [Leader] 

 

 

 

Evening AAW members  

 Our first meeting of the year was convened by Christine and saw members giv-
ing suggestions for the years programme and offering to lead a particular month. 
Our meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month, the March meeting 
being on the 10th at 7.30pm.  The speaker for this meeting will be Mr Malcolm 
Wong speaking on ‘Happy Birthday P.R.C. “ (Peoples Republic of China), and an 
open invitation is extended to anyone interested. 
 
The February meeting finished with members sharing their experiences of 
Christmas/holidays.  Topics ranged from helping with the Community Christmas 
Dinner, to viewing the white heron nesting sites on the West Coast to attending 
the Queen Concert  (and late night bus routes) plus also Elton 
John (and attending to wet guests) plus of course spending 
time with family. 
 
Hope to see you all at the March meeting. 
 
Lorraine Young 
 
 

Godspeed course encourages us to do, not to lots more activity, but to slow down to God-
speed and start paying attention. Attention to the Soil of our lives, as individuals but more 
importantly our Common Life as the body of Christ, the living body, from which we individu-
ally draw on life as it flows amongst us. 
 
is the soil of our church? As any gardener does, if we see plants as it were failing and strug-
gling, our thoughts should turn to the soil. Jesus tells us that the seed planted ‘in good soil’ 
flourishes and bears much fruit . . . how is the soil of our church? Is our life together a source 
of Living water? Or are things drying up somewhat?  
 
This Lent, as we continue to seek to live at Godspeed and pay attention - [BTW I intend to 
create a further opportunity for folk who might have missed out, to share in this study later 
in the year] - you might ask, ‘how am I fulfilling my God given vocation to till and to keep?’ 
‘How is my Life replenishing the soil?’ ‘Is my home a place of hospitality and connection in 
the parish?’ ‘Am I seeking to be a neighbour to those in need?’ 
 
Recently someone shared with me that in order for people to feel as if they belong, they 
need 7 not insignificant relationships within the church (echoing research that shows that for 
youngsters to grow up in the church they need 7 adults, not including their parents, with 
whom they have significant relationships). ‘Who am I looking out for as one of their not in-
significant relationships’ Put another way, in what ways is the Life in me flowing out to oth-
ers, weaving the structure of the soil? And what am I putting into the soil? Am I an encourag-
er, or do I stand apart and criticise (which is I know from experience a broad and easy way)? 
Everything that we are and do and say contributes to the Soil of the Garden of the parish in 
which we have been put, for good or ill.  
 
As I said, this is not about getting people to do jobs, to fill rosters as necessary etc. The slight 
difficulties there are a symptom of something awry in the soil. Rather we are to contemplate 
the . It’s about being part of the soil, it’s about allowing the life giving water of Jesus to flow 
from us. Of course only if our lives are turned to him in continuous prayer and adoration can 
the life flow from us. If nothing else we might ask ‘do I know Jesus?’ 
 
If the soil is healthy, then that which needs to be done will be done (this is another angle on 
Jesus’ rebuke of Martha). To be anxious about empty rosters is to have our attention in the 
wrong place 
 
The garden of Eden naturally bore fruit and many many good things. Life flowed from it. All 
the man and his wife had to do was look after it, tending the soil, keeping it healthy. That is 
the work of the church - that life giving water might flow from it . . .  
 
Just this past week a picture has come to me - of that drive up to our church, as a river of 
living water flowing out into the world. Let it be so . . . 

 

Eric 
 



 A Note from the Recorder 

TO THE ENVELOPE DONORS: the 31st of March is a Tuesday and is the last day of the 
financial year. I like to put your receipt in with these so I would be grateful if you 
could put in your final weekly donation by Sunday March 29 or to the office early in 
the week. I aim to have your new envelopes in church on Sunday 5th April. 

Until we get the March bank statement I cannot write receipts for those of you who 
are Direct Creditors, so your receipts will be in church in the later part of April. 

Although I have ordered envelopes for the coming financial year, you are still able to 
join the system. If you are new to the Parish and would like to be a part of the regu-
lar donors by envelope or direct credit, please contact me. 

To you who are already part of the system, this is also the time to change the timing 
of your donation for the new financial year, eg if you would like to move to direct 
crediting, now is the time to tell me, so that I can send you the form. 

I am happy to answer any questions you might have, and any discussions are  
completely confidential. 
 
My contact details are: 
Sue Cathro, Parish Recorder 
Phone: 455 4604 
Mobile: 0221715513 
Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

The Communion of the Saints . . .   
As you may be aware, Vestry have been considering what to do as our pre-
sent garden for cremated remains is close to full (reserved plots aside).  
In many older church’s we come to worship through those who have gone 
before us (this is always the case but memorials bring it to our recollection) 
What Vestry has in mind is as it were a walkway alongside the church drive. 
We would place paving stones to the left of the drive in a line curved off to fit 
the shape of the drive, perhaps with a space to the left for plantings in  
memoria. Each would mark out a plot, and of course would in time have  
memorial tablets affixed. 
[There will of course be a cost to this, but perhaps this is something to which 
we might give thought to individual contributions?] 
 
What do you think? Do let Vestry know! 

 
 
 

 

 Parish Common Life Assistant 

  

 The Introduction to the peace in the English prayer book says ‘We are 

the body of Christ. In one Spirit we were baptised into one body. Let us 

then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life’ 

  

Vestry are delighted to announce the appointment of Lisa Barlow for a sea-

son, to work alongside the Vicar and Vestry as we tend to and seek to build 

up our Common Life. 

  

Lisa brings excellent credentials in her theological education and pastoral 

work, and finds she is available for a season to give herself to parish work. 

The ‘co-incidence’?? of her availability and our seeking to attend to our con-

text as we learn to live at Godspeed, and ‘unearth holiness’ in our context, is 

Gift. 

  

A significant part of this role will involve getting to know folk better around 

the parish, as together we pray and attend to the soil of the parish, asking 

many of the questions our Godspeed course is asking.  

  

Lisa is being employed to 16 hours a week to give herself in that period full 

time to help us as we seek to enrich the Soil of our Life in Christ Jesus. I trust 

that should she come calling, you will offer her a warm welcome as the St 

John’s whanau :-) 

  

This role is associated with our concern that our new Vestry give ourselves to 

this task at this time in our churches story 

  
[There are financial implications of Lisa’s appointment - if you sense that this is something 

you are called to directly support, please speak with Eric or one of the wardens] 

  

 



The Association of Anglican Women 

 
The Aims of the Association 
 To unite in prayer and participate in the mission of the Church 
 To promote, safeguard and nurture Christian family life. 
 
About the A.A.W. 
The A.A.W. was formed in September 1969. It is an Anglican New Zealand-wide  
organisation which also includes Polynesia. It is open to all women, and we have our 
own national magazine entitled the ‘CIRCLE’. There are branches throughout the 
Dioceses, which offer Christian support, friendship, social interaction and fellowship 
which is a great way to network with other women. 
 
There are two AAW Groups at St. John’s and they meet monthly in the church 
lounge. The evening group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm 
and the afternoon group meet on the second Thursday at 2pm. Meetings usually 
consist of a short service followed by a speaker or an activity and may conclude with 
a short business meeting. There is a small annual subscription which includes your 
copy of the “Circle” magazine which comes out quarterly. 
 
Apart from meetings we are often asked to help serve the refreshments after  
funerals; to cater for small functions or to help set up and serve at larger ones. We 
give support to those who are unwell or who need a helping hand after an event 
and we fundraise for special projects both at home and abroad.  Our National  
project for our Golden Jubilee year 2019, has been to support the girls at St Patricks 
Anglican College, Ambae, Vanuatu who have been affected by the eruption of the 
volcano. 
 
A warm invitation is extended to all ladies of this parish to come to one of our 
meetings and see if you feel this is for you, we would really love to welcome you to 
our group(s).  In the words of a popular advertisement on T.V.  
“Try us, you’ll like us!” 
 
Christine Aitken (Dunedin Diocesan President AAW) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wardens Report 
At the beginning of our February Vestry meeting, Eric informed us that Wes Sandle 
had died earlier that evening. We prayed for Wes’ soul and for God’s support for his 
daughter and son, Alison and Tony, in their grief. 
 
Here is a summary of our Vestry discussions. The log burner in the breakfast room of 
the vicarage has now been removed and sealed.  
 
We are considering where we should inter cremated remains once the current me-
morial wall is full. Our favoured option is to place paved tiles on either side of the 
driveway from Highgate. People attending church will walk through the communion 
of saints to get there- a powerful thought.  
 
The previous evening, Vicar Eric and Paul Tankard represented St John’s at a Dioce-
san property consultation to develop principles on which to make decisions regard-
ing church properties.   
 
We accepted a quote to clean the red/burgundy upholstered bench seats.  
 
Lent Studies of Godspeed are underway early and feedback so far is very positive. 
There has been such a great take up of this resource in the parish that Eric has had to 
order more copies.  
 
JaM has restarted with Eric and others leading.  
 
A new men’s ministry will begin with a curry night on Friday 6th March.  
 
The Leslie Groves Board are in the process of recruiting a new manager. 
 
We are keen to celebrate the 140th anniversary of the first service at St John’s on 24th 
June. How would you like us to celebrate? Please talk to Fraser of Jane if you have 
any ideas . 
 
This Vestry meeting was the last one for the current Vestry members before our new 
Vestry is elected at the Annual General Meeting on 22nd March. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
Blessings, 

Fraser and Jane 

Vicar’s and People’s Wardens 



Mission News 
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT MISSION: TESSELLA HICKS writes about common mis-
conceptions of going on Mission: 

“Misconception Two: It’s too dangerous to do without proper healthcare: 

Some people were very concerned about how adequate – or rather, inadequate –
the healthcare would be in the Solomons. Some questions were: What if your ap-
pendix ruptures?  What happens if someone breaks a bone or gets a severe case of 
…well, you name it? Access to descent healthcare is taken for granted by so many of 
us that stepping into a situation with lower that average healthcare seems naïve and 
negligent at worst. We live about a 45-minute drive from the provincial hospital on 
the island of Malaita, While the basic Kilu’ufi Hospital does have an operating room, 
scanning facilities, medicines in stock - however not always the ones that we you 
need – and trained doctors and nurses, we’re thankful we’ve never needed to go in 
for emergency treatment. So while I agree that the healthcare is certainly lower 
than many places around the world, it doesn’t need to be an obstacle to following 
God here. A misconception people may have about missions is that you can and 
should only go where you know you will be provided for. Just as we trust God in 
many areas of our lives, we need to commit ourselves, including our health and our 
very lives, into God’s loving care. An amazing story of God’s provision for our health 
was when we arrived in the country three months’pregnant with our fifth child. We 
waited to arrive to tell our families knowing that they might have advised us to delay 
our trip until after the baby was born. We considered flying back to the USA or New 
Zealand but, since we had just begun our ministry, we felt that we needed to trust 
God and stay within the Solomons. In country, with the hospitals being quite austere 
– complete with metal delivery tables, stirrups and national midwives – we decided 
to ask an American midwife to fly out to us and deliver the baby. She waited patient-
ly for our baby to arrive and helped me through a fast water birth in the comfort of 
missionary housing in the capital city of Honiara. We heard after the birth that a 
week prior, the nurses at the national hospital went on strike and so as a result, two 
babies had died. I was awestruck at how God’s hand was in every detail and was re-
minded again that we were in the safest place by being in God’s care. We named our 
son Immanuel to remind ourselves that in the midst of the difficulties of life, God is 
with us.” Tess Hicks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET NZCMS NEW MISSION PARTNERS: THE WHEELERS:- 
NZCMS is delighted to introduce to you the Wheelers, who have recently been 
accepted as Mission Partners to Papua New Guinea. Scott and Nikki, along with 
their children Isaac, Abby and Levi, plan to start serving in Kapuna in the middle of 
this year.  
Kapuna is nestled in the dense jungle of the Gulf Province of Papua New Guinea - 
one of the most unique and isolated places in the world. Built in 1949, the Kapuna 
Hospital has recently started undergoing a rebuild which the Wheelers will be a part 
of. Scott will be working as a Projects Officer initially, providing administrative and 
management support to the Project Manager. He will move into preparing an appli-
cation for funding for a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) project for the sur-
rounding villages. He will also act as an adviser to the Gender Equality and Social 
Inclusion (GESI) team. 
Nikki, a trained physiotherapist, will be involved in helping set up a Physiotherapy 
Department at Kapuna, which is a training hospital.  
Isaac, Abby and Levi will attend the local school at Kapuna and are looking forward  
to learning ‘Tok Pisin’ (Pidigin English) and exploring in the bush. 
Scott and Nikki are members of St Mary's Anglican Church in Karori, Wellington, and 
looking for churches in the Wellington region to support them. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: 
Rich and Anne (New Zealand based)  
Pray for Rick and Anne for all the work they have before their hands to do, that God 
would continue to provide for what He has called them to do.   
 
Katie (Spain)  
Pray for Katie and for her believing friends, that God would use them to reach out to 
their own with the Gospel without fear and with complete trust in God. Give thanks 
for the two people who come to the cafe every week to read the Bible with Katie 
and other believers. Praise God for their slow but steady journey towards God.   
 
Anthony and Anne (Cambodia)  
Anthony and Anne are back in New Zealand as Anthony needed to undergo medical 
treatment that cannot be done in Cambodia. Please pray for them during this time 
and for Anne as she supports Anthony and the medical team involved in the treat-
ment. Pray for Anthony's complete healing and restoration.   
 
Vin Maffey, Parish Mission Motivator. 
 
 


