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If you no longer wish to receive this magazine please notify the Parish Office on  464 -0240 
 

Staff Team: 
 

Vicar:   Rev Eric Kyte      w: 464 0240       m: 021 713 021   e: eric@calledsouth.org.nz 
  

Administrator:   Margaret McLanachan         office: 464 0240 e: st.johns.roslyn@xtra.co.nz  
 

 

Deacon: Rev Pauline Johnson   h: 472 7091        m: 027 472 7091   e: paulineajohnson@gmail.com 
 

 

Common Life Assistant: Lisa Barlow      m: 027 721 4120        e. lisa.a.barlow@gmail.com 

Availability:  Eric is  available every day except Friday.  Lisa is available Wednesday ,Thursday 

and Sunday 

 

Ministry Leaders: 
 

Children’s Church:  Mark Wilson  021 259 3559 

St John’s Mini Musicmakers: Sarah Kyte  464 0240  

AAW Afternoon Group: Verna Rutherford 476 3975 

AAW Evening Group Sec: Bev Aitken  476 3807 

Mission Motivator:  Vin Maffey    476 2231 

Organist/Choir Director: Alan Edwards  477 2865 

Parish Recorder:  Sue Cathro    4554604 

Verger:   Brian Tegg  476 4505 

 

Vestry 2020/2021 
 

Vicar’s Warden: Ethan Evans      021 081 38059  

People’s Warden: Jane Musgrave  484 7179 

Treasurer:  Heidi Schwellnus  464 0113 

Other Members           Lisa Barlow        027 7214 120  

   David Finlay         021 145 4065 Alan Firth            4640272 

Secretary:  Margaret McLanachan 453 0131 Verna Rutherford    476 3975 

   Phil White   467 6120  

Synod Reps:  Melanie Cornish         0272 390 501     

   Paul Tankard             479 2869 

  

Dates for Your Diary 

 
8th October  Afternoon AAW meet 

11th October  Parish Shared Lunch 

13th October  Evening AAW meet 

 

 

Vicar:  
 Rev Eric Kyte 021 713 021 Office: 464 0240 

 

 

The Vicar writes …….. 
Resurrection . . . 

Spring is in the air, in a sense it always is, but we usually don’t recognise the signs, 
which as Jesus tells us is a human deficiency. But all around for those with eyes to 
see . . . 

 

Many years ago, one of my parishes ran out of people to mow the grass in the 
churchyard. In that moment a young couple recently moved to the village from Can-
ada, came to the Vicarage. They were interested in the idea of a ‘Living Churchyard’ 
They had the right skills to actively care for the grass around the gravestones, that it 
was restored to meadow, with wild flowers, diverse grasses, and butterflies etc. etc. 
(From the place of death, Life) 

This required very little work from them, except a gentle care and the occasional 
uprooting of gorse. ‘For the grass and plants know themselves best how to grow, 
and the wildlife will find its place’. I foolishly mentioned this offer in the next parish 
magazine. Almost immediately a delegation of well meaning village folk were on my 
doorstep -  telling me that they would mow the grass . . .  

We find it very difficult as human beings just to let things be. T S Eliott wrote – 
‘Teach us to care, and not to care, teach us to sit still’. Our attempts to ‘manage 
things’, to put the world, and of course ‘those people’ right, seems to infect us all 
from an early age. And so new life is smothered under our ‘care’. The Care which we 
are called to in Elliot’s poem is that of attentiveness, the work of Mary, of beholding. 
If you take time to learn this way of Seeing the world, you discover as my Canadian 
friends had, that Creation Knows its maker and its own way. And it requires far less 
of us, perhaps simply our wonder? Resurrection wonder. 

The other night in a time of darkness, something Sarah told me came to mind. She 
had been listening to a podcast about a beck (a small river) on the Eastern edge of 
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Sunday Services at St John’s 

 
 

October  4    8.00am Holy Communion    (1662)   

           1 0.00am Choral Eucharist,  Youth, Children’s Church 

      6.00pm Resurrection in John 
          

October 11        8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB) 
            10.00am Choral Eucharist,  Youth, Children’s Church 

    6.00pm Night Prayer 

October 18    8.00am Holy Communion  (NZPB)  
            10.00am All Age Eucharist 
    7.00pm Choral Evensong 

October 25  8.00am Holy Communion  (1662) 
            10.00am Choral Eucharist, Youth, Children’s Church 

    6.00pm Night Prayer 

 

 

 

 

During the Week at St John’s 
 

Wednesdays  

      10.00am Holy Communion followed by morning tea in the Lounge 

 
 

Thursdays  

  9.15am   St John’s Church Mini Musicmakers   (during term time) 
  7.30pm  Choir practice 
 

 

 

 

Association of Anglican Women (AAW) 
    

13th October Evening AAW Group meets at 7.30pm . Speaker  James Harding 

 

8th October  Afternoon AAW Group meets at 2.00pm . Speaker  - Colin Campbell 
Hunt 
 

All very welcome at both of these meetings 

.   

Any assistance in the upkeep of gardens at either Sheen Street or Wakari would be 
much appreciated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Tegg   Chairman 

Chairman 

 



LESLIE GROVES  SOCIETY UPDATE   

The Year Ahead 

By the time you read this the Leslie Groves AGM will have been held. 
With the appointment of Sean Kelly our New Facility Manager, the probability 
that we will have a Board of nine (the largest for some years) and have come 
through the challenging times of COVID -19 Lockdown without any incursion of 
the virus augers well for the year ahead. 
 

With a return to Level One we are now able to resume “normal” operations with 
visits from family members and friends as per normal and items of maintenance 
and upgrade, able to be progressed. 
 

Throughout this time our staffing has been the most stable for some years and 
although staff movement has begun to again occur the continuation of applica-
tion enquiry continues to provide confidence in our recruitment and retention of 
staff. A testimony to the reputation that Leslie Groves has. 
We welcome the appointment of Alisha Ross to the Leslie Groves Administration 
Team. 
Alisha will provide leadership and manage the areas of Human Resource and 
oversight of Health and Safety. 
 

New Facilities and Equipment 

For some time the Board and Management have been planning to have Flusher 
Disinfector Sluice and stainless steel sink /benches etc. installed in the Taieri 
Ward to enable the effective disposal and cleaning of waste and utensils. 
The Diocesan Social Justice Committee have advised this week of a grant of 
$15,000 to support this upgrade. Much appreciated. I have restrained from mak-
ing a pun about this!! 
 

A further and important advantage arising from this provision is that the Taieri 
Ward will be able operate in COVID times without any requirement for access to 
other Wakari Units. 
 

The Board is also most grateful for recent gifts from two resident families of a 
specialist bed and chair, a donation of $1,000 and a piano from the S&LScott 
Family that is to replace that at Wakari 
 

Garden Upgrade : Suggested Planting Plans? 

We would welcome suggested planting plans for the two beds shown. That for 
the Taieri Road/Helensburgh Road corner and in the Carpark area.  

the English Lake District. Some years ago, well meaning folk had straightened its 
course. (There was money in such things from city politicians who knew nothing of 
the ways of a stream). As a result the water ran far more swiftly down its new 
(dead) straight course. (There are no straight lines in the Living World) As the water 
ripped along it took with it all the gravel and small pebbles, which up until this 
‘improvement’ had been the spawning ground for fish. These fish knew the beck as 
their home, their source, the place from which they came, and to which they re-
turned, their place of birth, death and resurrection.  

Some local folk, rather like my Canadian friends, wondered if there was a way to 
restore the stream and thus its Life. So they set about the task of diverting the river 
to its old course, starting from the upstream end. They had done very little yet ardu-
ous spadework, when one night there was the sort of rain which those parts knows 
too well. A late summer deluge. Under the ‘improved’ course, this water would have 
rushed down the river and possibly flooded out a village further downstream, and 
the labourers woke expecting to see not only flooding down the valley, but also 
their small work washed away . . . but they hadn’t counted on Resurrection. We 
never do. 

The small change they had made, enabled the deluge to open up the older course of 
the river. Slow, meandering. The River Knew its course . . . it was written into it In 
The Beginning. And over time, back came first the pebbles and gravel, and then the 
fish 

As I pondered this, I had one of those Mother Julian moments. Light flooded into 
darkness, ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well . . .’ Resurrection is written into the Creation, by the Logos of God, if we would 
just let it be so. 

Our place as Christians in these days, perhaps more than ever before is Holy Satur-
day – to rest in the tomb. The old way of fixing things is over. This is the message of 
the Cross. We wait on new birth. Watch and Pray. Wait and Behold, the Glory of the 
Lord . . . 

In our Church, our Diocese, in our World and for ourselves . . . Resurrection is built 
in if we do but stop to See it 

Grace and Peace 

 

Eric 

 

 

 

 



 A Note from the Recorder 

Many thanks to those of you who have responded to the Stewardship Appeal.  We 
know that there are many calls on you at this time and a lot of uncertainty about 
income. If you are able to make a special contribution, then the Stewardship enve-
lopes can be returned at any time.  

 

If you are new to the Parish, or if you would like to be a part of the regular donors by 
envelope or direct credit please let me know as I can enrol you at any time during 
the year. I am happy to answer any questions you might have, and any discussions 
are completely confidential. 

 

My contact details are below. 

 

Sue Cathro, Recorder. 

Phone: 455 4604 

Mobile: 022 171 5513 

Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Common Life Assistant 
 

'Patience: the capacity to accept or tolerate delay, problems, or suffering without 
becoming annoyed or anxious.' How do you rate on the success scale of being 
patient? I for one fail miserably time and time again. On occasion I feel patient, 
most often I do not. Anxiety is always lurking! 
 

Endurance: the ability to endure an unpleasant or difficult process or situation 
without giving way. How do you rate on the endurance scale? I do better with this 
I will admit but I do not find it easy and it takes commitment, determination and 
an ongoing deliberate choice to trust in the character of God. 
Romans chapter 5:3-4  speaks to this "We continue to shout our praise even when 
we're hemmed in with troubles, because we know how troubles can develop pas-
sionate patience in us, and how that patience in turn forges the tempered steel of 
virtue, keeping us alert for whatever God will do next.' The Message.  
 

So fruitful patience and Godly endurance are purposeful in our lives. They are vir-
tues through which God can then surprise us with unexpected things. I have been 
surprised by God this week in a most magnificent way. Why was I surprised you 
may ask? Surely God is a God who constantly exceeds our very limited expecta-
tions? Yes God does and I know this very well. However, often when endur-
ance has become a long arduous journey our sense of  how good and generous 
our God is can be hidden within us or unseen by us. We of course are never un-
seen by God. In the difficulties of having to be patient again and again enduring 
the unknown, the uncertain, the unanswered questions God sees our faithfulness. 
Our faithfulness to continue to endure is only possible because of God's eternal 
faithfulness to us as God's children. 
 

I know for some of you this may speak to you as you navigate the unknown, the 
'where is God in this' question, the loneliness of unfulfilled dreams. If I can en-
courage you in any way know that God honours your patience in the face of un-
certainty, your endurance to keep walking with Jesus and in the fullness of time 
i.e. God's timing you will see and you will have an answer that is filled with the life 
and hope of God. This has happened for me. I pray it for you too. 
 

Peace to you, 
Lisa Barlow. 



Afternoon AAW 
At 2 pm on Thursday, September 10th our speaker was Lynne Hill with a talk entitled 
“I didn’t do it for the T shirt”. Her T shirts represented organisations she has been 
involved in such as Amnesty International, the Masters Games, and other ones too. 
It was interesting but also a fun afternoon . 

This month, on the 8th October, Colin Campbell-Hunt will be our speaker, and, as we 
know from past experience he is an able and fascinating speaker so we invite all 
those who would like to hear him, please feel free to join us, especially now that we 
are in level 1 so have no restriction on numbers. 

Do please, take care and stay well. Also please pray for one another and stay in 
touch. 

For further information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me 
on 027 238 6893. 

Verna Rutherford [Leader 

 

Evening AAW members  

St Johns Evening AAW group were pleased to be able to meet for the first time, on 
the 8th September 2020 once the covid 19 restrictions had changed to enable us to 
gather in groups. 
 

17 members and partners listened to Dr James Harding speak about war cemeteries 
and battle sites he had visited with his father in France and Belgium. Many were of 
particular interest as members of his family or English community had fought and/or 
died in these places during World War. Each headstone 

had a distinctive structure some big and some  small. James presented a meaningful 
and interesting talk which we look forward to him expanding on his experiences, 
next meeting, when he will speak about German cemeteries. 
 

Our next meeting will begin at the usual time at 7.30. the meeting is open to all in-
terested people as well as our 

AAW members. Dr James has many  more interesting stories to 
tell. Come and join us. 

 

Bev  

 

 

 

Wardens Report 
Vestry met on 7th September, for the first time in a couple of months. 

Brian Tegg attended to discuss the possibility of a Community Meal initiative at St 
John’s. We are aware of a growing number of people who are struggling to cope with 
the impacts of COVID-19. We see a Community Meal as an opportunity to meet 
those needs, especially for the elderly and for the lonely. We would provide a 
lunchtime meal and other social activities. Jane Musgrave has found out about a 
COVID-19 Community Wellbeing Fund that we may be able to apply for to get the 
idea off the ground. A small working group has been developed to progress the idea 
further.  If you are interested in supporting this initiative, please contact Brian Tegg 
or Jane Musgrave. 

Vestry agreed that Sunday services would continue at 9am and 10am until further 
notice. The closer times have enabled us to spread the numbers of parishioners 
attending each service and remain socially distanced at Alert Level 2. It has also 
meant that parishioners at both services have had an opportunity to interact with 
each other, and has resulted in more parishioners attending the earlier service. Posi-
tive outcomes all round! 

We farewelled Fraser Richardson from Vestry as he and his family moved to Port 
Chalmers on 17th September. Vestry thanked Fraser for his significant contribution to 
Vestry and the life of St John’s, and wished him well for the future. We hope to see 
Fraser visiting St John’s again from time to time. Vicar Eric announced that Ethan Ev-
ans would replace Fraser as his Vicar’s Warden.  

Vestry accepted a quote from Gary McFarlane, The Treeman, a registered arborist, 
to carry out some work on the trees at St John’s. This work will be carried out late 
September- early October, weather permitting. We may also need to carry out some 
work on the red beech tree outside the Vicarage kitchen, as it is undermining the 
drains, but are awaiting advice from the DCC on this matter. 

Vestry is considering how we might spend more time focussing on the life of the Par-
ish and less on practical day-to-day issues. One way could be to develop a few small 
working groups that could attend to these matters and report to Vestry, and Vestry 
would focus on developing the spiritual life of the parish. We will be discussing this 
and other options at our next Vestry meeting.  

Stay safe, be kind. 

Blessings 

Ethan & Jane 

Vicar’s and People’s Wardens 



Mission News 
NZCMS Mission Partner Rev. Howard Karaka, Evangelist to Maori, reports on 
mission work in New Zealand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Due to this wonderful ministry of evangelism," Howard said, " I have had the op-
portunity to lead five people to salvation on the marae and at their homes and also 
see six re-commitments of faith to God.”  
From this group of people, six of these families are now attending the church that 
Howard leads, Hoani Tapu Anglican Church n Drury, South Auckland. The pews are 
filling. The worship has been powerful and large numbers are stepping forward for 
prayer every Sunday.  
“If I was to describe the experience,” Howard says, “I would say many people are 
practically running forward for prayer!” 

Howard shared about one couple who walked away from church a long time ago.. 
Their marriage came under significant spiritual attack, and they separated for many 
years.  
“The husband was suicidal not long after leaving the church,” Howard said. “He and 
his wife then separated as he turned back to drinking and anything else he thought 
would take away the pain. Now it is so encouraging to see them both reaching out 
for support, prayer, fellowship and rededicating their lives back to God and each 
other.” 

Howard also shared that he helped a gang member to the Lord during lockdown. 
This young man is now attending church regularly and attending a discipleship pro-
gram. 
We invite you to continue praying for Howard and his wife Gladys as they pastorally 

care for and disciple those in their parish and continue the work of evangelism in 
South Auckland. Pray that God would continue to open springs of healing and trans-
formation at Hoani Tapu Church and hat God would open more and more opportu-
nities for Māori to hear the Gospel. 
 

Lament as Faithful Prayer 

This week NT Wright wrote a poignant piece about the role of the Church and Chris-
tians in our COVID/pandemic world.  He outlines the importance for the Church to 
engaging in prayers of lament. To lament is to be faithful witnesses with God at this 
time, not coming up with cheap fixes or answers, but sitting in the chaos and plead-
ing with God for all that has gone awry in the World and in that honest-facing of all 
the brokenness, to wait, hope and expect God’s Kingdom and Redemption to break 
through.  
 

Lament is what happens when people ask, “Why?” and don’t get an answer. It’s 
where we get to when we move beyond our self-centered worry about our sins and 
failings and look more broadly at the suffering of the world….”  
 

 

Our UK CMS Whanau had in fact prepared for Lent this year a space specifically for 
Lament (created before we hit the intensity of pandemic we now face). That’s a 
move of the Spirit!  

 

                        
 

Vin Maffey, Parish Mission Motivator 

 

 

 

 

Lament as Faithful Prayer 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/lamentspace/
https://churchmissionsociety.org/lamentspace/

