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The Vicar writes . . .
Life Together - 4
Losing control

One of the interesting features of life as a priest is the lack of control over your own
diary. ‘Stuff happens’ and any plans you might have had for the week ahead go out of
the window. Just recently we have had three funerals in the same week - pretty much
unheard of here in these days, although not to unfamiliar to me from my time in England.
Recently also we have known those near and dear to us undergo serious operations.
As is often remarked upon, one of the most difficult aspects of this is absolute loss of
control, from a troubling diagnosis, through to surgery and then often slow recovery,
there is little is anything we can do - not least under anaesthetic whilst a surgeon
wields his scalpel on our very being.
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Jesus said ‘So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all
your possessions.’ Luke 14:33
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Dates for Your Diary
8th September - Parish shared lunch
10th September - Evening AAW
11th September - Vestry meet
12th September - Afternoon AAW
13th September - JaM - at St Matts
13th-15th September - Synod
15th September - 10am Service at Cathedral to celebrate 150 years of the Diocese

In our culture, perhaps nothing is more highly prized than autonomy, that is being in
control of our own lives. It is not surprising that technology is highly prized in a culture where we desire above all to be in control. This is no doubt why we encourage
our children to ‘grow up’ quickly and away from dependence on family, and at the
other end of life resent old age which increases our dependence on others? Perhaps
also this is why we have come to reject the idea that the Old have anything to teach
us? We cannot face the fact of dependency, or Life Together.
It is this one factor perhaps above all which works so hard against any attempt to
build community amongst ourselves. We are so trained in this that we barely notice
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If our programmes appeal to you, come and see if you like us. If you are free on the
second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm, please feel free to join us. For further
information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me on 027 238 6893.

Association of Anglican Women (AAW)

Verna Rutherford [Leader]
10th September Evening AAW Group meets at 7.30pm in the lounge.
12th September Afternoon AAW Group meets at 2.00pm where
Visitors are always welcome at these meetings

Evening AAW
The Evening AAW of ST Johns Roslyn met on the 13th August in the church lounge.
Sue Cathro arrived with a large suitcase full of a selection of University regalia which
she is responsible for. Sue told us about the history of the gowns which originated
from Europe and the adaptations that were made to the gowns of today, change in
the size of the hoods which do not now cover the heads, the shortening of the gowns
and the present styles modelled on Oxford and Cambridge Universities. Sue modelled
the variety of head gear and displayed the numerous hoods of many colours. To
maintain 600 gowns Sue relies on four paid staff and many voluntary helpers each
graduation. Thank you Sue for a very interesting and informative talk. If we had had
more time we would like to have heard more.
Our next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 10th September in the church lounge at
7.30pm. Michael Hartford, Operations and Projects Officer for Anglican Missions is
coming to talk to us about their planned projects for the year.
All members of the congregation and interested friends are invited to join us for
Michael’s visit. Please let us know if you are coming for catering purposes.
Hope to see you there.
Bev Aitken, Secretary
From Michael Hartfield:
“I have been at Anglican Missions now for just on two years as Operations and Projects Officer. My background is in town planning but for the past 15 years in the aid, development and humanitarian sector
with five years working for an NGO and then ten with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade before
starting at Anglican Missions. My role is broad, exciting and humbling and includes working with churches to ensure mission is on their radar; and partnering with churches and agencies in Pacific and further
afield to ensure the development and humanitarian projects we support are effective, are meeting intended objectives and are value for money. I even get to spend a few days in Dunedin each year which is
fantastic and an added bonus. My wife Jane is a midwife; we have two children – Benji an artist and
Olivia who is in her final year of school. We are part of the community at St Hilda’s Anglican Church in
Island Bay, Wellington.
Jesus was a missionary and he expects us to be the same! As followers of Christ, we are expected to
share the good news. I have also seen over many years how small amounts of money - well directed can make a significant difference. There are projects that we support which can literally mean the difference between life and death. While we are growing strong partnerships with like-minded agencies, we
also need to boldly demonstrate our point of difference. We represent the Anglican Church and we
need to get in amongst it all and to show and live Christs love and care. It’s what Christ expects and it’s
what He told us to do.”

Parish Shared Lunch
Following the 10am service on the second
Sunday of each month we have a shared
lunch at which you are most welcome.
Please bring along some food to share.
The next lunch will be on 8th September

Afternoon AAW
For our August meeting on the 8th August, Helen Edwards shared
photos of parts of hers and Alan’s trip to France and Spain. We saw
cave paintings; ancient pipe organs; pilgrims on the Camino de Santiago; and glorious Gaudi architecture in Barcelona. Thank you Helen for such a great
view of your trip.
There are so many people tripping around this year so for our September meeting at
2pm on Thursday 12th September, Andrew Hou, the Pharmacist at Roslyn, will be
sharing about their family trip along the Inca Trail in Peru. Anybody interested is welcome to attend.
As well as that our group will be providing Afternoon tea and serving it to Synod
members on Saturday, 14th September, as they will be using St John’s facilities that
weekend for their meetings.
If our programmes appeal to you, come and see if you like us. If you are free on the
second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm, please feel free to join us. For further
information my phone number is 476 3975, or text me on 027 238 6893.
Verna Rutherford [Leader]

it, but try asking someone to put aside their plans for the sake of the whole. ‘My diary will not allow it’ is in our day ‘The Law of the Medes and the Persians which cannot
be revoked’
In this way we are trained in ways of being in the world which to say the least
make community very difficult. Yet even at a fairly basic level it is highly damaging to
us. For many years it has been realised that high levels of ‘negative freedom’ - autonomy, the ability to do whatever you want without restriction (and community is a
very powerful restriction) - correlate to high levels of depression and other mental ill
health . (And there is ample evidence to suggest causation)
But what if our diary rotated around community events and gatherings? (A simple
example is of course the central aspect of our faith, gathering together week by week
on Sunday or Wednesday) What if we understood as some cultures do to this day,
that the shared life takes priority and that it is within the intricate web of community
relations and obligations who we really are comes into view.
The modern autonomous self is eternally condemned to find its true being alone whereas in community Self is a Gift.
This is why community must be for us intentional. We have to work at it and very
hard, or we will indeed miss out entirely on Life. it needs to go in our diary ahead of
other things. Sharing life together in worship and eating and service to one another
and the world is where true riches are found.
To find Life we have to give up control of our lives, above all the life that can
only be known with Jesus and amongst his people. It is the ‘amongst his people’
which we find difficult if not alien. For Life with others is impossible if we are all determined to be autonomous. Rather it requires of us to ‘think of others as better than
ourselves’, and to ‘deal with the log in our own eye’ for the sake of the other.
This is perhaps why the gospel of Luke which we are reading together at present is so challenging to us, not least the words of Jesus which are those calling us to
put down our autonomy, our sense of being in control ‘So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’ We will find that Life is
a Gift, if we will just stop trying to make a Life for ourselves and living in fear of losing
control.

Grace and Peace to y’all, Eric

Diocesan Synod arrangements

A Note from the Recorder
Although it is halfway through the financial year, it is never too late to join the
regular donating system. All donations are receipted at the end of March and
can be used for the rebate. If you are new to the Parish, or if you would like to
be a part of the regular donors by envelope, or direct credit, please let me
know. I am happy to answer any questions you might have, and any discussions are confidential.

Friday September 13th - Sunday September 15th
St John’s will be hosting Diocesan Synod this year as we celebrate the establishment
of the Diocese, 150 years ago.
Synod convenes at 7pm on the Friday with a Eucharist at church.
All are most welcome to join with the Synod representatives as we gather around the
Lord’s Table and hear Bishop Steven’s charge to us as a Diocese.

My contact details are below:
[Note: This is the usual evening for JaM. At the time of writing it is planned that JaM

Sue Cathro, Recorder

will meet at St Matthews on that evening . . . further details to follow!]

Phone: 455 4604
Mobile: 022 171 5513

Synod business will continue on the Saturday using the parish hall and the lounge

Email: b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz
Services for Sunday 15th September
8am - Holy Communion at St John’s (There is no parish breakfast this week)
10am - 150th Anniversary Communion at the Cathedral - All Invited. (Our choir will

Morsels to ponder

augment the cathedral choir for this occasion)

Downloading or streaming 1Gigabyte of data uses 1Kwhr of energy

There will be no service at St John’s in the evening on that day

That’s the same energy use as ten 100Watt bulbs for an hour!

(Sunday evening services will resume on Sunday October 13th, following Eric’s time

(A typical movie is about 3.5 Gb . . .)

away.)

If the internet was a country, its carbon footprint (The amount of CO2 produced)
would make it the fifth largest in the world after the US, China, India, and Russia
Both of these facts were of course unearthed from the internet . . .
(‘IRL’ podcast - The Internet’s carbon Footprint)

Report

Save the Date

Wardens’ report for September magazine

St John’s Church Fair

At the August Vestry meeting, we remembered our church members who had
died recently and whose funerals were this week. Eric reminded us that, in the
old liturgies, funerals were the opportunity for the deceased to stand before
God. We reflected on the sad fact that we often find out more about people at
their funerals than when they lived with us on Earth. We discussed how we
could foster more opportunities for St John’s family to really talk with each
other and deepen our relationships. The Parish breakfast, Parish lunch, morning tea and Dinners for Eight are all current opportunities we can use. There
must be something significant in the sharing of food together! If anyone has
more ideas, do let us know.

Saturday, November 2nd 2019
Start setting aside fair items and paper bags now!
Leslie Groves Society
As the time approaches for the Society’s annual meeting (in November) you may
wish to consider joining the Society. We are always on the lookout for new members
and supporters.
This year we face some important changes in the Board of the rest home and hospital as Roberta Lawrence steps down as Chair, Malcolm Wong as Treasurer, and Margaret McLanachan as Secretary. Further to this Leigh Hale has indicated that she will
not be standing for re-election to the board this year - so there are significant opportunities for service opening up. Much fuller details will be included in next month’s
magazine, but for now, if you are interested to know more of the work of the Rest
Home and Hospital, or are considering standing for election to the board, please have
a chat with either Roberta or myself
Blessings
Eric

We reflected on the significance of the passing of the peace after Ethan shared
some of his experiences from his church in Colorado. In this church, the passing of the peace was a time for reconciliation, where differences existed between church members, and reconciliations can be deeply emotional.
Eric has a number of holiday days outstanding. He will be in the UK from midSeptember to early October, and will spend a few days away with Sarah upon
his return. James Harding and Bishop Steven will be presiding on the Sundays
in Eric’s absence. We wish Eric well on his travels and a safe return to us.
Stacey Wilson is contracted as the temporary Parish Administrator until Margaret has recovered from her recent surgery. Stacey will work at least 8 hours
a week over Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.

From the Registers
Rest in Peace
24 July 2019

Audrey Bascand

8 August 2019

Marjorie Butler

9 August 2019

Pat Sandle

11 August 2019

Betty Brookes

The Parish Fair will be held on 2nd November, convened by Brian Tegg. Look
out for regular communications as the countdown begins.
Blessings

Fraser Richardson & Jane Musgrave
Vicar’s & People’s Wardens

Report

Mission News
MEET THE NEW NATIONAL DIRECTOR: (ROSIE FYFE):- With The retirement of Steve Maina who has taken up a position as a Parish Priest, it is NZCMS Trust Board’s
pleasure to announce ROSIE FYFE as the New Zealand Church Missionary Society’s
new National Director. Rosie is taking up her appointment on July 22nd,
Rosie already embodies NZCMS’s mission DNA having worked for five years in Egypt
and understanding what it means to be a Mission Partner and to live cross-culturally.
While living in Cairo, she was the Director of the Diocesan Partnership Office, responsible for building partnerships to support the ministries of the Diocese of Egypt with
North Africa and the Horn of Africa, a large Diocese which included eight countries.
This involved her in the planning and implementation of health, education, theological interfaith and community development projects as well as communicating what
the Church was doing in Egypt. Prior to becoming an NZCMS Mission Partner, Rosie
graduated from Victoria University of Wellington with an Honours Degree in History
and Statistics. After completing her time in Egypt, Rosie continued her studies in the
USA and gained a Masters Degree in Church History and Theology at Trinity School
for Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania.
Rosie seeks to be involved in mission wherever she is and is passionate about the
Church reaching out beyond its walls to show God’s love. Rosie’s life has been immersed in outreach and mission – she has lived and breathed it. She feels honoured
to be part of the NZCMS story in Aotearoa, New Zealand, and is excited to serve
NZCMS in this role.
We would value your prayers as Rosie prepares to take on this important role.

LIZ: Education Pakistan: - She writes, “Give thanks for the third summer workshop
in Gujranwala. Please pray for the team working on improving the Urdu version of the
translation and layout. We hope to be able to use these new materials in future workshops. Please pray also for preparations for an upcoming spiritual formation retreat
for Leadership Certificate students. Give thanks for this programme being run for the
first time in Pakistan. I am hoping to take a holiday this month, but this is not yet sorted. Please pray for rest and refreshment however it unfolds in the midst of a summer
of many programmes in different locations.”
JUDITH writes: “In august we have a visiting teacher helping students in our tuition
centre, who will also help us teach more effectively. Our new centre is now open!!
Pray for unity to grow even stronger and create a new dynamic with this centre. Finally our seminars are helping transform thinking and action. We continue our sessions with renewed vision for their effectiveness.”

NZCMS matters:
Disapora Missions: Pray for those who have come to New Zealand from other coun-

tries, that they will find open doors and opportunities to encourage the church here
and share the Gospel.
Missional Church: Pray that as we head into the second half of 2019, that the churches of New Zealand will begin to pray and strategise about how to run their mission
services and raise support for the following years
Mission Partner Inquiries: Pray for all those in discussion with us about applying to
be Mission Partners and for those God is nudging to begin thinking about this.
NZCMS Staff: please pray for our staff as they welcome Rosie into the ‘family’, that
there will be a smooth transition of leadership and lots of laughter in amongst the
more formal duties.
Better World: Pray for our Better World programmer as they advertise for 2020 and
take in applicants
NZCMS Support Group, Dunedin: “Maureen and Gerald report that they had a
very well attended meeting on 21st (August) with lots of input and time sharing to
increase knowledge of the situation some of the Mission Partners live and work in.
Neither Uganda nor Togo, nor the Middle East, are the easiest places to be witnesses
and it was good to extend our understanding to inform our prayers for these folk. We
are juggling the advertised programme somewhat to make up for changes earlier and
thus accommodate visits by Katie, Steve and Watiri.
So our next meeting will be on Wednesday, September 18th again at Arch Matheson’s place, 25A Sheen Street. Gerald will run that programme which will have as its
focus our partners working in the Indian sub-continent plus Andy and Shona and family who work in Central America; this doesn’t quite fit in any other category.
Every blessing - Maureen and Gerald.”

Vin Maffey, Parish Mission Motivator.
Update from the Hicks Family
The church received a lovely, chatty August newsletter from the Hicks Family, full of
photos and news. The full newsletter is on the noticeboard in the Lounge. Here are
their prayer requests:
1. Please pray that as we enter the last trimester our classes will be well attended
and that the Lord will open up minds AND hearts to his word and wisdom.
2. Pray for wisdom for the faculty in a few hard disciplinary cases involving students
who have broken the code of conduct at the school.
3. Pray for Tess’s trip, that it will be a time of refreshment and reflection, for health
and peace.
4. Pray for Father Alister, Phyli and Jack as they continue to work hard for further
studies.

